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Top DEP Stories 
 
StateImpact PA: State funding aims to help businesses, schools, agencies move to cleaner fuel vehicles 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/07/23/state-funding-aims-to-help-businesses-schools-
agencies-move-to-cleaner-fuel-vehicles/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Plans reveal Hilco’s intent to reshape Philadelphia refinery landscape 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/philadelphia-refinery-hilco-redevelopment-plan-soil-
contamination-20200723.html 
 
Gant News: Centre Co. receives Alternative Fuel Incentive Grant 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/07/21/centre-co-receives-alternative-fuel-incentive-grant/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Some of state’s waterways reported improving 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/07/19/State-s-waterways-reported-
improving/stories/202007130104 
 
Mentions 
 
Bradford Era: Compressor station leak leads to water contamination in Potter County 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/compressor-station-leak-leads-to-water-contamination-in-
potter-county/article 6822be34-a065-5038-98ec-80b9881dbded.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Sewer, water systems in Northumberland County in need of urgent repair 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/sewer-water-systems-in-northumberland-county-in-
need-of-urgent-repair/article a8560f93-e7b0-5464-b9d1-cad8afcbec28.html 
 
EarthWorks: 3-year investigation: PA DEP oil and gas complaint system regularly ignores the public, 
effectively impossible to use 
https://earthworks.org/media-releases/3yr-investigation-pa-dep-oil-gas-complaint-system-regularly-
ignores-the-public-effectively-impossible-to-use/ 
 
PublicSource: After a years-long crisis, the lead levels in Pittsburgh’s water finally meet federal 
compliance 
https://www.publicsource.org/after-a-years-long-crisis-the-lead-levels-in-pittsburghs-water-finally-
meet-federal-compliance/ 
 
Post-Gazette: PWSA: Lead levels are greatly reduced in Pittsburgh's water supply 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/07/22/Lead-levels-greatly-reduced-Pittsburgh-
water-supply-PWSA-testing/stories/202007220102 
 
Reuters: Pennsylvania charges National Fuel Gas Supply with environmental crimes 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pennsylvania-energy/pennsylvania-charges-national-fuel-gas-
supply-with-environmental-crimes-idUSKCN24N2SC 
 
StateImpact: AG charges two pipeline companies over spills in Washington County 



https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/07/22/ag-charges-two-pipeline-companies-over-spills-
in-washington-county/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. AG: Two gas pipeline companies charged with polluting Washington County waterway 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/07/22/Gas-pipeline-companies-charged-
National-Fuel-Gas-Supply-Southeast-Directional-Drilling-Shapiro-Washington/stories/202007220113 
 
Post-Gazette: PWSA, state Attorney General's Office reach settlement in lead contamination case  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2020/07/16/PWSA-pittsburgh-water-lead-contamination-
settlement-line-replacements-attorney-general/stories/202007160118  
  
Post-Gazette: Wolf administration provides $66M in funding for Pennsylvania water infrastructure 
projects 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2020/07/23/Tom-Wolf-administration-provides-66M-in-
funding-for-Pennsylvania-water-infrastructure-projects/stories/202007230112 
 
Post-Gazette: Responsibly developing natural gas 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/07/22/Responsibly-developing-natural-
gas/stories/202007220024  
 
Post-Gazette: Protect our health 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/07/22/Protect-our-health-
1/stories/202007220045 
 
Tribune-Review: AG Shapiro charges 2 drilling companies with eco-crimes in Washington County  
https://triblive.com/local/regional/ag-shapiro-charges-2-drilling-companies-with-eco-crimes-in-
washington-county/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: DEP must limit toxic air pollution 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-dep-must-limit-toxic-air-pollution/ 
 
Tribune-Review: PWSA announces lower lead levels in Pittsburgh water 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pwsa-announced-low-lead-levels-in-pittsburgh/  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania attorney general charges National Fuel Gas Supply Corp., 
Southeast Directional Drilling 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/07/22/shapiro-national-fuel-gas-southeast-
directional.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: Companies accused of water pollution during Washington County gas pipeline 
construction 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/companies-accused-of-water-pollution-during-
washington-county-gas-pipeline-construction/article 442d537a-cc3f-11ea-84b9-13813336a841.html 
 
Herald-Standard: State attorney general reiterates call for fracking reforms 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/state-attorney-general-reiterates-call-for-fracking-
reforms/article a2101322-d362-59b9-b871-6e95a7d73dfb.html 
 



RGGI 
 
Reading Eagle: Encourage state to join greenhouse gas initiative 
https://www.readingeagle.com/opinion/letters-to-editor/letter-encourage-state-to-join-greenhouse-
gas-initiative/article eacc1b70-c461-11ea-ad7d-6fbb05b52aad.html 
 
Air 
 
My ChesCo: DEP Issues Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for Ozone in Southeastern Counties of 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/health-medical/dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-
ozone-in-southeastern-counties-of-pennsylvania/ 
 
WITF/AP: Pennsylvania and 14 other states set goals to jump-start transition to electric trucks 
https://www.witf.org/2020/07/20/pennsylvania-and-14-other-states-set-goals-to-jump-start-transition-
to-electric-trucks/ 
 
Environmental Health News: Babies born near natural gas flaring are 50 percent more likely to be 
premature: Study 
https://www.ehn.org/fracking-preterm-births--2646411428.html  
 
Beaver County Radio: Center Twp Zoning Hearing Board to Hold Hearing for Proposed Crematory and 
Events Center 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/center-twp-zoning-hearing-board-to-hold-hearing-for-proposed-
crematory-and-events-center/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: A chance for countries to create a greener economy 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/07/21/A-chance-for-countries-to-create-a-greener-
economy/stories/202007150147  
 
Post-Gazette: Combat and protect 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/07/23/Combat-and-
protect/stories/202007230079 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Indiana Gazette: Hearing on White's Woods injunction postponed 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/hearing-on-whites-woods-injunction-
postponed/article c115cc0c-cc1f-11ea-abdf-c32c1c6266e8.html 
 
Centre County Gazette: Centred Outdoors encourages safe adventuring in 2020 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/centred-outdoors-encourages-safe-adventuring-in-
2020,1483675/ 
 
Allegheny Front: The Race to Save a Rare Mountain Lover 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/the-race-to-save-the-rare-mountain-lover/ 



 
Allegheny Front: Invasive Barberry and Small Mammals Could Be Bad Combination for Pennsylvania’s 
Woodlands 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/invasive-barberry-and-small-mammals-could-be-bad-combination-for-
pennsylvanias-woodlands/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Creating Native Habitat, Yard by Yard 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/creating-native-habitat-yard-by-yard/ 
 
The Hill: House passes major conservation bill, sending it to Trump's desk 
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/508399-house-passes-major-conservation-bill-sending-
it-to-trumps-desk 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland water officials hope goats are solution to invasive weeds 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/westmoreland-water-officials-hope-goats-are-the-
solution-to-invasive-weeds/  
 
The Guardian: Congress approves billions for US national parks in rare bipartisan push 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/22/us-national-parks-funding-great-american-
outdoors-act-congress 
 
Tribune-Review: Where have the fireflies gone in Southwestern Pennsylvania? 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/where-have-the-fireflies-gone-in-southwestern-pennsylvania/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Editorial | Que keeps growing as hub of outdoor recreation 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/editorial-que-keeps-growing-as-hub-of-outdoor-
recreation/article a9541ab6-cc3c-11ea-9781-83f860f39b30.html 
 
Energy 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Extension energy team to offer solar initiatives webinar 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/extension-energy-team-to-offer-solar-initiatives-
webinar/article c3cc4c3b-f9a6-5975-be52-d5f7c4fd09d4.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Coalition: Appalachian ‘New Deal’ would create jobs, improve environment 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200721/coalition-appalachian-rsquonew-dealrsquo-would-
create-jobs-improve-environment  
 
Beaver County Radio: Coalition Creates Blueprint to “Reimagine Appalachia” 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/coalition-creates-blueprint-to-reimagine-appalachia/  
 
WESA: Plan To ‘Reimagine Appalachia’ Touts Jobs, Justice and Sustainability For The Ohio Valley 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/plan-reimagine-appalachia-touts-jobs-justice-and-sustainability-ohio-
valley#stream/0  
 
Post-Gazette: A split among utility regulators muddies future of utility shutoffs during the pandemic 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/07/22/split-utility-regulators-shutoffs-
pandemic-coronavirus/stories/202007210124  



 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Does FirstEnergy have too much power? 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-does-firstenergy-have-too-much-power/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pa. Consumer Advocate: FirstEnergy can’t recover $60 million alleged bribe from 
customers 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/pa-consumer-advocate-firstenergy-cant-recover-60-million-alleged-
bribe-from-customers/  
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. must prioritize clean energy development (Opinion) 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/07/23/Pa-must-prioritize-clean-energy-
development/stories/202007210148 
 
KDKA: Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine Still Supports Nuclear Bailout Law Despite Bribery Scandal 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/23/dewine-supports-nuclear-bailout-law/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WITF/StateImpact: More sinkholes develop alongside Mariner East construction in Chester County 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/07/17/mariner-east-pipeline-construction-site-of-
additional-sinkholes-in-chester-county/ 
 
Renovo Record: BJ Services LLC Files for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy 
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/60907 
 
Post-Gazette: Wooing petrochemical plants in the age of COVID-19 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/07/19/petrochemical-plants-COVID-19-
Pennsylvania-energy-petrochemicals/stories/202007190054 
 
Politico: Pennsylvania tests Biden's balancing act on climate, fracking 
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/20/pennsylvania-poll-biden-climate-373005 
 
FairWarning: Moving Away from Fossil Fuel: The Escalating Push for Setbacks From Drilling Sites 
https://www.fairwarning.org/2020/07/oil-gas-setbacks/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Mountaineer NGL Storage reaches agreement with PTT cracker 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/07/22/ptt-mountaineer-storage.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Terry Pegula forms company to acquire natural gas assets 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/07/22/pegula-forms-company-to-acquire-natural-
gas-assets.html 
 
Pittsburgh Current: More Frack-Gas Plants: A Legacy of Moneyed Influence in Harrisburg 
https://www.pittsburghcurrent.com/more-frack-gas-plants-a-legacy-of-moneyed-influence-in-
harrisburg/ 
 
Vector Management 
 



Huntingdon Daily News: Remain aware for trucks, mosquitoes 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/remain-aware-for-ticks-
mosquitoes/article b295aa73-3bee-582b-88d2-d3a23f46401e.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: First COVID-19, now mosquitoes: Northeast braces for bug-borne ills 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/072120/page/6/story/first-covid-19-now-mosquitoes-
northeast-braces-for-bug-borne-ills 
 
Post-Gazette: Efforts underway to protect Pa. hemlocks from invasive bugs 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/07/23/hemlock-trees-PA-woolly-adelgid-Cook-
Forest-scale/stories/202007230021 
 
Waste 
 
Renovo Record: Two Volunteer Weekend Clean-Ups in Lock Haven Area 
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/60885 
 
Gant News: Lawrence Township supers hold brief meeting, discuss compost site issues 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/07/23/lt-supers-hold-brief-meeting/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Borough mayor institutes burn ban 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/boroughmayor-institutes-burn-ban/article 95c0bbb6-7825-5be0-
8dce-82f4a70c847f.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Mahoning cancels Dumpster Day due to state restrictions 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/mahoning-cancels-dumpster-day-due-to-state-
restrictions/article d60b322b-ca83-58e0-8142-0c8416f6836d.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Temporary glass recycling bin to be placed at Quaker Valley 
https://triblive.com/local/sewickley/temporary-glass-recycling-bin-to-be-placed-at-quaker-valley/  
 
KDKA Radio:  1Thing: Individual Reams Of 100% Recycled Paper At Discount Available For Purchase 
Through PRC 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/prc-offering-individual-reams-of-100-recycled-paper-at-disc 
 
Water 
 
Reading Eagle: Reading Area Water Authority moves to recoup COVID-19 expenditures 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/reading-area-water-authority-moves-to-recoup-covid-19-
expenditures/article 3a8dd47a-cb9a-11ea-baaf-53f90faecd8f.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Bedford Twp. gets Pennvest funds 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/07/bedford-twp-gets-pennvest-funds 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Local municipal authority receives loan from state 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2020/07/local-municipal-authroity-receives-
loan-from-state 
 



Lehigh Valley Live: Now that Minsi Lake is full again, a major habitat project underway 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2020/07/now-that-minsi-lake-is-full-again-a-major-habitat-
project-is-underway.html 
 
Sharon Herald: $18 million sewer project on schedule 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/18-million-sewer-project-on-schedule/article b2d4f852-cc97-
11ea-aa2d-e73b242469db.html 
 
Bradford Era: Water Authority: New transmission main construction is nearing completion 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/water-authority-new-transmission-main-construction-is-
nearing-completion/article e26dd8a8-3c16-5a47-8315-0ab4be8e208d.html 
 
Bradford Era: Heffner Reservoir posted against trespassing 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/heffner-reservoir-posted-against-
trespassing/article 803a6487-b903-5cee-869b-b170d69da0fc.html 
 
New Castle News: Sanitation authority receives funds for improvements 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/sanitation-authority-receives-funds-for-
improvements/article aa01cb48-c1d9-5c06-b224-d6d8c36b2cad.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Wolf announces $66 Million investment in water infrastructure projects in nine 
counties (pg 4) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-07-23-20.pdf 
 
Kane Republican: Some local sewer customers face ‘grinder pump’ upkeep (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-07-23-2020.pdf 
 
Kane Republican: Wolf announces $66 Million investment in water infrastructure projects in nine 
counties (pg 6) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-07-23-2020.pdf 
 
Gant News: Williams explains water issues at barn fire 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/07/22/williams-explains-water-issues-at-barn-fire/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Elevation certificate available for homeowners on floodplain 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/elevation-certificate-available-for-homeowners-on-
floodplain/article 07736f11-bbf9-5d3e-9e98-ae6c1e0ee777.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Certificates can help homeowners pay less for flood insurance 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/certificates-can-help-homeowners-pay-less-for-flood-
insurance/article 9e5dcbd7-6956-589d-b82f-6890c5458223.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Water department will be flushing hydrants the week of July 27 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/northumberland county/water-department-will-be-flushing-
hydrants-the-week-of-july-27/article 236c076a-ae27-534e-bc36-19b1281ace42.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Cooper Twp. may cite sewer line scofflaws 



https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/072320/page/1/story/cooper-may-cite-sewer-line-
scofflaws 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Road rescue is underway: Collapsing Bald Top may be ready to carry traffic 
by October 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/072020/page/1/story/road-rescue-is-under-way 
 
Tribune-Review: $12.25M in state loans paying for wastewater, stormwater projects in Westmoreland 
County 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/12-25m-in-state-loans-paying-for-wastewater-stormwater-
projects-in-westmoreland-county/  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Johnstown to receive $10.9M for sewer project 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/johnstown-to-receive-10-9m-for-sewer-project/article 9fb206e4-cc8c-
11ea-baef-d3205f229f4a.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LMA's Nine Mile Run reconstruction project to wrap up soon 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/lmas-nine-mile-run-reconstruction-project-to-wrap-
up-soon/article fdd72453-cae3-5d39-b8cc-3b3ae043cf63.html 
 
Herald-Standard: Addison water authority to receive grant 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/covid-19/addison-water-authority-to-receive-
grant/article e24a5cd4-cc48-11ea-95b8-1f95f1c8b248.html 
 
WESA: PWSA Announces Lowest Lead Levels In More Than 20 Years 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pwsa-announces-lowest-lead-levels-more-20-years#stream/0 
 
KDKA Radio: Lead In Pittsburgh Drinking Water Falls To Lowest Levels In Over 20 Years 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/lead-in-drinking-water-falls-to-lowest-level-in-20-years 
 
WPXI: Busy Pittsburgh road shuts down for hours after water gushes from broken line 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/busy-pittsburgh-road-shuts-down-hours-after-water-gushes-
broken-line/W42JKN64MBC6FE6XCRFKYXCPEE/  
 
KDKA: Large Water Main Break In St. Clair Leaves Nearly 100 People Without Water Service 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/22/becks-run-road-water-main-break/ 
 
KDKA: PWSA: Additive Is Working To Improve Lead Levels In City’s Drinking Water 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/22/pittsburgh-water-and-sewer-authority-historically-low-
lead-levels/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania Game Commission wants you to spy on wild turkeys 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/07/pennsylvania-game-commission-wants-you-to-spy-on-wild-
turkeys.html 
 
Reading Eagle: 5 Berks County fire companies get state money to help batgtle wildfires 



https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/5-berks-county-fire-companies-get-state-money-to-help-
battle-wildfires/article 019d174c-cb78-11ea-86a3-dbe82c0ebc85.html 
 
WESA: Plan To ‘Reimagine Appalachia’ Touts Jobs, Justice and Sustainability For The Ohio Valley 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/plan-reimagine-appalachia-touts-jobs-justice-and-sustainability-ohio-
valley#stream/0 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh builder and sustainability pioneer Jack Mascaro dies after long illness 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-builder-and-sustainability-pioneer-jack-
mascaro-dies-after-long-illness/ 
 
KDKA: Pa. Supreme Court Rules Family’s Lawsuit Against Chemical Companies For Father’s Death 
Allowed To Proceed 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/21/pennsylvania-surpreme-court-chemical-company-lawsuit/ 


