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Top DEP Stories 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Brunner Island power plant to pay $1 million fine for ash dump leaks into 
Susquehanna 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/brunner-island-power-plant-to-pay-million-fine-for-
ash/article ab692f58-b2cf-11e9-a7f5-83eecc557a83.html 
 
York Daily Record:  Brunner Island agrees to pay largest coal ash pollution penalty in state history 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/07/31/brunner-island-pay-largest-coal-ash-pollution-fine-pa-
history/1869575001/ 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Brunner Island agrees to pay largest coal ash pollution penalty in state 
history 
https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/2019/07/31/brunner-island-pay-largest-coal-ash-
pollution-fine-pa-history/1869575001/ 
 
StateImpact PA: Brunner Island plant will pay $1 million fine for coal ash pollution 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2019/07/31/brunner-island-plant-will-pay-1-million-fine-for-
coal-ash-pollution/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Chester plant slapped with $750K fine for years of air quality violations 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/chester-pq-corporation-pollution-dep-fine-20190730.html 
 
Erie News Now: DEP Posts 3 More Violations Against Erie Coke 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/40855917/dep-posts-3-more-violations-against-erie-coke 
 
Mentions 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Sewer back-ups plague Upper Pottsgrove neighborhood 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/sewer-back-ups-plague-upper-pottsgrove-
neighborhood/article bd6b5332-b2db-11e9-8dbe-af5e6e3009cf.html 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Elcon continues push for waste plant in Falls 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190730/elcon-continues-push-for-waste-plant-in-falls 
 
WPXI: DEP responds to Shell spill near Raccoon Creek 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/raccoon-creek-drilling-spill-dep-responds-to-shell-spill-near-
raccoon-creek/971375235 
 
Times Leader: State clearance expected soon for stormwater fee-funded projects 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/751273/state-clearance-expected-soon-for-stormwater-fee-
funded-projects 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 



Reading Eagle: Gov. Wolf's tax proposal could fund trail improvements at French Creek State Park, 
officials say 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/wolfs-tax-proposal-could-fund-trail-improvements-at-
french-creek-state-park-officials-say 
 
Air 
 
KDKA: Mon Valley Holds Public Meeting On Agreement Between Allegheny County Health Department 
And U.S. Steel 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/30/mon-valley-holds-public-meeting-on-settlement-between-
allegheny-county-health-departments-and-u-s-steel/ 
 
WESA: Residents, Workers Air Their Responses To U.S. Steel Settlement 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/residents-workers-air-their-responses-us-steel-settlement 
 
StateImpact PA: Residents, workers air their responses to US Steel settlement 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2019/07/31/residents-workers-air-their-responses-to-us-
steel-settlement/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Crowded public hearing addresses U.S. Steel settlement agreement 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/07/30/crowded-public-hearing-addresses-u-s-
steel.html 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Steel settlement agreement met with praise, criticism 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/u-s-steel-settlement-agreement-met-with-praise-
criticism/ 
  
Post-Gazette: Benefits of Clairton Coke Works settlement agreement debated at public hearing 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2019/07/30/Benefits-of-Clairton-Coke-Works-settlement-
agreement-debated-at-public-hearing/stories/201907300145 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Rail trail section in Lebanon County now open 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/rail-trail-section-in-lebanon-county-now-
open/article 90d61ac6-b314-11e9-881a-a7efdf3b5fad.html 
 
Reading Eagle: A Perry Township farm bucks the trend of disappearing farmland by preserving 1,000 
acres bountiful with food 
https://www.readingeagle.com/berks-country/article/safe-harvest 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Mount Holly Springs seeks state grant to improve Trine Park 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/mount holly springs/mount-holly-springs-seeks-
state-grant-to-improve-trine-park/article 89d9d75b-d841-5f8a-ad2a-295c3e9b0a80.html 
 
Daily American: Somerset Lake trail receives $50K 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/somerset-lake-trail-receives-k/article 93de4324-
9c6a-550d-be14-c9c4ec139858.html  



 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Why there so few riverfront restaurants in Pittsburgh 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/why-there-so-few-riverfront-restaurants-in-
pittsburgh/Content?oid=15522206 
 
Tribune-Review: Powerboat community stalled after cancellation of Three Rivers Regatta 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/power-boat-community-stalled-on-cancellation-of-
three-rivers-regatta/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh’s Three Rivers Regatta canceled amid money, insurance concerns 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/three-rivers-regatta-canceled/  
 
Tribune-Review: Loyalhanna Conservation Corps expands Laurel Ridge trail for hikers, rescue crews 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/loyalhanna-conservation-corps-expands-laurel-ridge-trail-for-
hikers-rescue-crews/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Tree-planting grant closer to submission 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/07/tree-planting-grant-closer-to-submission/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: The retiree hosts who help keep Pennsylvania’s state parks running 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/camping-hosts-pennsylvania-outdoors-hiking-campground-scenic-
20190730.html 
 
Energy 
 
KDKA: ‘It Wasn’t Our Finest Moment:’ People’s Gas Apologizes For Role In Penn Hills Fire 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/30/peoples-gas-ceo-morgan-obrien-apologized-to-penn-hills-
officials/  
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Erie News Now: Hazmat Crews Respond to Chemical Spill at Harborcreek Truck Stop 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/40857337/hazmat-crews-respond-to-chemical-spill-at-
harborcreek-truck-stop 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WITF/StateImpact: Delaware County pipeline foe thought he'd get PUC information on Mariner East risk. 
But now he'll have to fight for it in court 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/07/delaware-county-pipeline-foe-thought-hed-get-puc-information-
on-mariner-east-risk-but-now-hell-have-.php 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Equitrans Midstream CEO sees opportunities with EQT's new management 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/07/30/equitrans-midstream-ceo-sees-
opportunities-with.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX COO announces retirement 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/07/30/cnx-coo-announces-retirement.html 



 
Post-Gazette: Call the Marcellus Shale Coalition out on its hollow priorities 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/07/31/Call-the-Marcellus-Shale-Coalition-out-on-
its-hollow-priorities/stories/201907310177 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
York Dispatch: Ruling: Arguments against Peach Bottom nuke license 'too vague' 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2019/07/30/ruling-arguments-against-peach-bottom-nuke-
license-too-vague/1858172001/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Franklin County mosquito sample shows significant drop in West Nile 
Virus positives 
https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/local/2019/07/30/sample-franklin-county-
mosquitoes-show-low-risk-west-nile-virus/1866284001/ 
 
Waste 
 
Govlaunch: Pittsburgh goes big on smart garbage cans 
https://govlaunch.com/stories/pittsburgh-goes-big-on-smart-garbage-cans-1 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Bucks County trash hauler tripled prices with little notice, new report on 
consumer complaints says 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/republic-services-bucks-county-consumer-federation-america-top-
complaints-20190730.html 
 
Water 
 
Erie Times: Your questions answered: E. coli, harmful algal blooms near Erie 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190731/your-questions-answered-e-coli-harmful-algal-blooms-near-
erie 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Bottled water tainted with PFAS? New England testing raises alarm 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pfas-bottled-water-new-england-pennsylvania-regulation-
20190730.html 
 
Pennsylvania Record: City of Chester alleges city water authority is 'patronage mill' 
https://pennrecord.com/stories/512782723-city-of-chester-alleges-city-water-authority-is-patronage-
mill 
 
Pennlive: Drinking water could be contaminated by toxic PFAS chemicals from Navy depot 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/07/toxic-pfas-chemicals-from-mechanicsburg-navy-facility-
prompts-call-for-testing.html 
 
Pennlive: Capital Region Water’s plan is a pollution solution for Harrisburg 



https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/07/capital-region-waters-plan-is-a-pollution-solution-for-
harrisburg-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Pennlive: Proposed sale of Harrisburg water system gets attention at meeting about stormwater fee 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/07/proposed-sale-of-harrisburg-water-system-gets-attention-at-
meeting-about-stormwater-fee.html 
  
WITF: Wolf among 5 governors pushing candidates to aid Great Lakes 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/07/5-governors-push-presidential-candidates-to-aid-great-lakes.php 
 
WPXI: Several cars stranded in flooding in Scott Township 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pittsburgh-weather-several-cars-stranded-in-flooding-in-scott-
township/971409700  
 
Daily American: Roof Garden owner fails to show in court to respond to lawsuit 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/roof-garden-owner-fails-to-show-in-court-to-
respond/article 52d98a0f-8774-5e0b-8b26-d0c45d438db5.html  
  
Daily American: Ex-director Repak hired by JRA contractor 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/ourtownjohnstown/news/ex-director-repak-hired-by-jra-
contractor/article 94337cea-c90a-5d91-a2a3-b1e065918b85.html 
 
Mainline Extra: Cambria Township Supervisors hear stormwater concerns 
https://issuu.com/mainlinenewspapers/docs/extra 7-25-19  
 
Mainline Extra: Ebensburg Engineer reports main line sewer work reported 
https://issuu.com/mainlinenewspapers/docs/extra 7-25-19 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Residents oppose change in flood rules; Bloom council votes to put 
update on hold 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/073119/page/1/story/residents-oppose-change-in-flood-
rules 
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Elkland authority seeks repairs to sewer system 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/free press courier/news/elkland-authority-seeks-repairs-to-sewer-
system/article 1246443e-a92a-5211-a202-36c17939234b.html  
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Westfield council accepts PennVest package 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/free press courier/news/westfield-council-accepts-pennvest-
package/article 41b61b92-4d8f-523e-a01c-3724ec05daf4.html  
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Deadline approaches for applying for disaster loan 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/free press courier/news/deadline-approaches-for-applying-for-
disaster-loan/article 6cdaacd8-f97a-56cc-a9b0-f135a981ea22.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Butterfly boom: Is it really a great year for butterflies in Pennsylvania? 



https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/07/butterfly-boom-is-it-really-a-great-year-for-butterflies-in-
pennsylvania.html 
 
WITF: Conservative lawyer picked to oversee nation's public lands 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/07/conservative-lawyer-picked-to-oversee-nations-public-lands.php 
 
ABC27: PennDOT has new solution for notorious Palmyra sinkhole 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/lebanon/penndots-new-solution-for-notorious-lebanon-county-
sinkhole/ 
 
WESA: Inequity Remains Pittsburgh's Biggest Health Risk, Hacker Says 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/inequity-remains-pittsburghs-biggest-health-risk-hacker-says  
 
Pittsburgh Current: Seeding the Desert: Homewood farm project fighting against food insecurity 
https://www.pittsburghcurrent.com/homewood-farm/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Tuesday night storm brings lightning, flooding 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/tuesday-night-storm-brings-lightning-flooding/  
 
Tribune-Review: Harrison takes another step in year-long battle to tear down blighted buildings 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/harrison-takes-another-step-in-year-long-battle-to-tear-
down-blighted-buildings/  
 
Post-Gazette: Lawmakers reach deal for $3 billion to repair ailing bridges 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2019/07/30/Congress-structurally-deficient-
bridges-Pennsylvania-Ohio-Sherrod-Brown/stories/201907300070  
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County launches landslide portal with maps and other guidance for 
municipalities 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/07/30/allegheny-county-landslides-portal-
environment-rain-erosion/stories/201907300118 


