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Top DEP Stories 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DEP Northcentral Regional Office hosts open house on stream maintenance 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dep-northcentral-regional-office-hosts-open-house-on-stream-
maintenance/article 20c6adf2-a49d-11e9-985f-831e672069a2.html 
 
Chesapeake Bay Journal: Chesapeake states grapple with ‘forever chemical’ contaminating drinking 
water 
https://www.bayjournal.com/article/watershed states grapple with forever chemical contaminating

drinking water 
 
KDKA: Firefighters In Beaver County Fight Two Fires, Series Of Gas Leaks  
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/13/chorine-gas-leak-fires/  
 
WPXI: Residents forced inside when chemical fire leaked chlorine gas into air 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/residents-forced-inside-when-chemical-fire-leaked-chlorine-
gas-into-air/966560395  
 
Beaver County Times: DEP working to stabilize chemicals that caused Rochester fire 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190714/dep-working-to-stabilize-chemicals-that-caused-
rochester-fire 
 
Beaver County Times: Chemical fire in Rochester forces residents indoors 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190713/chemical-fire-in-rochester-forces-residents-indoors 
 
AP: Shelter-in-place advisory lifted again after chlorine leak 
https://www.apnews.com/6b449ab6bd274472abb81fe7df8afc70 
 
WTAE: Shelter-in-place order lifted in Beaver County after fire, chlorine gas leak 
https://www.wtae.com/article/beaver-county-residents-urged-to-shelter-in-place-due-to-chlorine-gas-
leak/28383658 
 
Beaver Countian: LIVE UPDATES: (All Shelter Orders Lifted) Hazmat Response To Chemical Release In 
Rochester 
https://beavercountian.com/content/community-events/live-updates-hazmat-team-deployed-beaver-
county-ems-issues-shelter-in-place-for-greater-rochester-area 
 
KDKA: Residents In Beaver County No Longer Under Shelter In Place Warning 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4123751-residents-in-beaver-county-no-longer-under-shelter-in-
place-warning/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Fire, chlorine leak prompts shelter in place order 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/west/2019/07/13/Fire-chlorine-leak-prompts-shelter-in-place-
order/stories/201907130041 
 
Tribune-Review: Shelter in place lifted 2nd time for chemical fire in Beaver County 



https://triblive.com/local/regional/shelter-in-place-ongoing-in-several-beaver-county-towns/ 
 
WTAE: WATCH: Video shows flames from chemical fire, leak in Beaver County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/watch-video-shows-flames-from-chemical-fire-leak-in-beaver-
county/28386153 
 
Mentions 
 
Reading Eagle: Rainwater creates problems for Berks sewage plants 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/rainwater-creates-problems-for-berks-sewage-plants 
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Deerfield adds acres to ag secured land; hears from DEP regarding waste 
violation 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/free press courier/news/deerfield-adds-acres-to-ag-secured-
land/article f26314cf-a54b-5516-b97f-7533a3e1f690.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Residents with PFAS-contaminated well water in limbo as DEP investigates 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/residents-with-pfas-contaminated-well-water-in-limbo-as-dep-
investigates/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Bradenville mine subsidence project to start soon 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/articles/bradenville-mine-subsidence-project-to-start-soon/ 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Officials push Restore PA plan to repair Pottstown storm arches 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/officials-push-restorepa-plan-to-repair-pottstown-storm-
arches/article 57b99192-a40e-11e9-9c9c-c3b4d422b7ee.html 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: Compromise on CAFE: U.S. fuel standards should be middle of the road 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/07/15/US-fuel-standards-CAFE-
comrpomise/stories/201907140058 
 
Public Source: How Karen Hacker worked to resuscitate the Allegheny County Health Department 
https://www.publicsource.org/how-karen-hacker-worked-to-resuscitate-the-allegheny-county-health-
department/ 
 
Pennsylvania Business Report: Report: Pittsburgh can reduce carbon emission 75 percent 
https://pennbizreport.com/news/13561-report-pittsburgh-can-reduce-carbon-emission-75-percent/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Citizen’s Voice: We need more trees 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/opinion/we-need-more-trees-1.2508386 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: He thought he was just planting trees. But he created a sanctuary. 



https://lancasteronline.com/features/he-thought-he-was-just-planting-trees-but-he-
created/article ae16dd5a-a4c8-11e9-80a3-a36f2a184751.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Trough Creek meeting open to public  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/trough-creek-meeting-open-to-
public/article 1b4111e8-2bc3-5585-899f-5e475e7f90e1.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Rail trail extension work to begin by mid month 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/rail-trail-extension-work-to-begin-by-mid-
month/article bd6d254d-6316-50d3-9196-0eec4b3b42e0.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Wayne Township up in arms over decision to prohibit fishing pond; meeting 
tomorrow at Nature Park 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2019/07/wayne-township-up-in-arms-over-decision-to-
prohibit-fishing-pond/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Avis canoe launch to be transferred to state 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2019/07/avis-canoe-launch-to-be-transferred-to-state/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Enjoy our beautiful parks!  (Op-Ed) 
http://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2019/07/enjoy-our-beautiful-parks/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Changes are ahead for two Centre County parks; how you can help decide what’s 
next 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article232404627.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Centre County residents offer ideas for Songbird Sanctuary 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article232501927.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Centre County Farm Tour will be bigger than ever, and now at no cost to visitors 
https://www.centredaily.com/living/article232531152.html 
 
WPXI: Work on project that will create 3-acre greenspace over I-579 starting Monday 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/work-on-project-that-will-create-3-acre-greenspace-over-i-
579-starting-monday/967052664  
 
Observer-Reporter: Wildflower meadows part of I-70 makeover 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/wildflower-meadows-part-of-i--
makeover/article ed33e456-a40a-11e9-b69f-5b85b5777f91.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Poison Hemlock, A Toxic, Invasive Plant, Is Popping Up In Pennsylvania 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/poison-hemlock-a-toxic-invasive-plant-is-popping-up-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
Allegheny Front: There’s This Really Good Hot Dog Stand. In the Middle of a River. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/theres-this-really-good-hot-dog-stand-in-the-middle-of-a-river/ 
 
NEXT Pittsburgh: 12 ways to enjoy Pittsburgh’s three rivers this summer 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/health/12-ways-to-enjoy-pittsburghs-three-rivers-this-summer/ 



 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Allegheny Land Trust wants to transform a former country club into community 
space 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/allegheny-land-trust-wants-to-transform-a-former-country-
club-into-community-space/Content?oid=15393537 
 
Tribune-Review: Great blue heron dazzles at Keystone State Park 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/great-blue-heron-dazzles-at-keystone-state-park/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Water task force rescues 3 kayakers from Kiski River 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/water-task-force-rescues-three-kayakers-from-kiski-
river/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Resurgent bald eagles spotted in Derry, Unity townships 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/resurgent-bald-eagles-spotted-in-derry-unity-townships/ 
 
Energy 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Let’s energize our infrastructure (Op-Ed) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/other-commentaries/2019/07/lets-energize-our-infrastructure/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Gas plant system testing to begin this fall, officials say 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/gas-plant-system-testing-to-begin-this-fall-officials-
say/article 0957a810-a6b4-11e9-9ec7-3f4973f6f57a.html 
 
Post-Gazette: More facts needed 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/07/14/More-facts-needed/stories/201907140089 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Post-Gazette: The week's best reads: How Century III Mall made shopping out of slag, Peduto on 
Pittsburgh sports, and more 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2019/07/13/weeks-best-reads-Century-III-Mall-history-
mental-health-stonewall-time-bill-peduto-eqt-rice/stories/201907130025 
 
Tribune-Review: Council formed to reimagine former Shenango site 
https://sewickley.triblive.com/council-formed-to-reimagine-former-shenango-site/ 
 
Mining 
 
Post-Gazette: Pentagon request could boost rare earth mining industry in U.S. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2019/07/13/rare-earth-mining-
industry-Appalachian-coal-pentagon-metals/stories/201907130043 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Pennlive: A rising tide lifts all boats: supporting an energy-enabled economy 



https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/07/a-rising-tide-lifts-all-goats-supporting-an-energy-enabled-
economy-opinion.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Equitrans Midstream names new president 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/07/15/equitrans-midstream-names-new-
president.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: It isn't just EQT that's getting a message from shareholders 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/07/12/it-isnt-just-eqt-thats-getting-a-message-
from.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Gas prices rise for 3rd straight week, but Hurricane Barry impact minimal, analyst says 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/gas-prices-rise-for-3rd-straight-week-but-hurricane-barry-impact-
minimal-analyst-says/ 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
York Dispatch: Public comment sought in TMI decommissioning 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2019/07/12/nrc-hold-public-sessions-tmi-nuclear-plant-
decommissioning/1696333001/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Army Corps to test groundwater at nuclear waste dump in Parks Township 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/army-corps-to-test-groundwater-at-nuclear-waste-
dump-in-parks-township/ 
 
Waste 
 
Reading Eagle: Trash truck overturns on Route 61 in Ontelaunee Township 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/overturned-trash-truck-causing-delays-on-route-61-in-
ontelaunee-township 
 
Post-Gazette: What a haul: It’s a shame Allegheny CleanWays finds so much trash 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/07/13/Allegheny-CleanWays-trash-cleanup-
Pittsburgh-environment/stories/201907120006  
 
Post-Gazette: A hazardous waste? Washington County plant to recycle powder into 'ink' for 3D printers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2019/07/15/Powders-3D-printing-additive-
manufacturing-GE-Allegheny-Technologies-Amastan/stories/201905300007 
 
The Almanac: South Hills Area Council of Governments asks for recycling penalty delay 
https://thealmanac.net/news/south-hills-area-council-of-governments-asks-for-recycling-
penalty/article b2a385e4-a40a-11e9-9613-6376beae2349.html 
 
Water 
 
Lancaster Farming: Whole Community Has Role in Conservation 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farm life/conservation/whole-community-has-role-in-
conservation/article a0656c21-0328-52fe-97db-db970c914397.html 



 
Altoona Mirror: Logan questioned over runoff 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/07/logan-questioned-over-runoff/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Watershed specialist presents river ecology 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/watershed-specialist-presents-river-
ecology/article c7a4db11-0946-5ca6-8f9e-d4a02ff445bc.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Step up to support streams, rivers (Op-Ed) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/other-commentaries/2019/07/step-up-support-to-clean-rivers-
streams/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Private well owners knew of survey, results 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2019/07/private-well-owners-knew-of-survey-results/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Spruce Creek deserves special protections (Op-Ed) 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/article232589212.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Towanda Municipal Authority breaks ground on water improvement project 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/towanda-municipal-authority-breaks-ground-on-water-
improvement-project/article f83e6a70-089f-501d-bc8f-df822cdb2181.html 
 
WPXI: "We can't keep pointing fingers" Homeowners looking for answers after major flooding damage 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/-we-can-t-keep-pointing-fingers-homeowners-looking-for-
answers-after-major-flooding-damage/966518051 
 
KDKA: Flooding Cleanups Underway, PennDOT Developing New Highway Drainage Plans 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/12/penndot-residents-cleaning-up-flooding/  
 
WESA: Scientists Say Major Algal Bloom To Develop In Lake Erie 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/scientists-say-major-algal-bloom-develop-lake-erie 
 
Beaver County Times: North Sewickley Twp. residents among many struggling with flooding 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190714/north-sewickley-twp-residents-among-many-struggling-
with-flooding 
 
Beaver County Times: Conway water report available 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190712/conway-water-report-available 
 
Post-Gazette: Turnpike officials look for answers after more flooding at Southern Beltway construction 
near McDonald 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2019/07/13/Pennsylvania-Turnpike-Southern-
Beltway-flooding-route-980-Cecil-McDonald-toll-road/stories/201907120140  
 
Tribune-Review: Western Pa. residents grow weary of rain, flood cleanups 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/western-pa-residents-grow-weary-from-flood-cleanups/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: How does Philly water stack up? A taste test by an expert panel reveals surprises. 



https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/philadelphia-new-york-pittsburgh-baltimore-bottled-water-
taste-20190715.html 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: House OKs defense bill with PFAS ammendments 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20190714/house-oks-defense-bill-with-pfas-
ammendments 
 
WHYY: Pa.’s widening PFAS water-contamination crisis 
https://whyy.org/episodes/pa-s-widening-pfas-water-contamination-crisis/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Thinking of building in fast-growing Manheim Township? You might want to 
hurry. 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/thinking-of-building-in-fast-growing-manheim-township-you-
might/article bac738c6-a4c1-11e9-b094-b7185a4b4967.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: South Middleton supervisors hire consultant for Walnut Bottom corridor master plan 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/boiling springs/south-middleton-supervisors-hire-
consultant-for-walnut-bottom-corridor-master/article 0121169e-2168-55f6-8844-7de021984e5e.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Shade tree ordinance questioned  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/shade-tree-ordinance-
questioned/article 32eba7f1-6e71-539b-9666-7d4123b6ca73.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Residents work to save park  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/residents-work-to-save-park/article 6d59350b-
e395-5c51-bf30-afb6bc04502d.html 
 
WITF: Fact check: Trump and an eco legacy not his own 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/07/fact-check-trump-and-an-eco-legacy-not-his-own.php 
 
WITF: A Call For More Research On Cancer's Environmental Triggers 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/07/12/740817989/a-call-for-more-research-on-
cancers-environmental-triggers 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Heavy rain impacts environment of Gulf 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/07/heavy-rain-impacts-environment-of-gulf/ 
 
KDKA: Sinkhole Closes Road In Elizabeth Township 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/13/elizabeth-township-sinkhole/  
 
KDKA: Sinkhole In Rostraver Causing Traffic Restriction 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/12/sinkhole-in-rostraver-causing-traffic-restriction/  
 
KDKA: Camp Meeting Road Closed Indefinitely Due To Landslide 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/12/camp-meeting-road-closed-indefinitely/ 
 



KDKA: Emergency Declaration Issued After Assessing Damage Left By Growing Sinkhole On McKnight Rd. 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/07/12/officials-are-assessing-the-damage-left-by-a-sinkhole-on-
mcnight-road/ 
 
WTAE: Portion of Streets Run Road in Baldwin Borough to close for about a month 
https://www.wtae.com/article/portion-of-streets-run-road-in-baldwin-borough-to-close-for-about-a-
month/28393858 
 
WJAC: Large sinkhole reported in Windber 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/large-sinkhole-reported-in-windber 
 
Post-Gazette: Traffic: Landslides cause closure of parts of roads in Penn Hills, Bell Acres 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2019/07/12/Traffic-Landslide-causes-closure-of-
part-of-Camp-Meeting-Road-in-Bell-Acres/stories/201907120130  
 
Daily American: Training exercise prepares officials in case of catastrophic train derailment 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/training-exercise-prepares-officials-in-case-of-
catastrophic-train-derailment/article 5062b9d1-117d-5f98-9ffc-ab68f92425fb.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Ross issues emergency declaration to fix sink hole near apartment complex 
https://triblive.com/local/north-hills/ross-township-issues-emergency-declaration-to-fix-sink-hole/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Lower Burrell man unsure what to do about backyard sinkhole 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/lower-burrell-man-unsure-what-to-do-about-backyard-
sinkhole/ 
 
Tribune-review: Nadine Road in Penn Hills closed due to landslide 
https://triblive.com/local/penn-hills/nadine-road-in-penn-hills-closed-due-to-landslide/  
 
Tribune-Review: Slide repair to close Streets Run Road in Baldwin 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/slide-repair-to-close-streets-run-road-in-baldwin/ 


