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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: Philadelphia union scientist to test Scranton schools for environmental concerns 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/philadelphia-union-scientist-to-test-scranton-schools-for-
environmental-concerns-1.2586291 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Weather: Pittsburgh, Clairton And Other Parts Of Western Pa. Under Code Orange Air 
Quality Alert 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/23/pittsburgh-weather-code-orange-air-quality-day-clairton/ 
 
WPXI: Code Orange air quality alert in effect for several counties 
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/code-orange-air-quality-alert-issued-several-
counties/U5MLRTALVFALRJR6ZL2NJPBDPU/ 
 
WESA: State DEP Warns Of Poor Air Quality In Liberty-Clairton Area On Thursday 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/state-dep-warns-poor-air-quality-liberty-clairton-area-thursday 
 
KDKA Radio: Air Quality Alert Issued For Pittsburgh Thursday  
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/air-quality-alert-issued-for-pittsburgh-thursday 
 
Pittsburgh Current: ‘We’re failing to meet many of our goals,’ DEP official says as environmental 
oversight board passes hefty fee hike  
https://www.pittsburghcurrent.com/dep-rate-hike/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Drilling fees could go up from $5K to $12.5K in Pennsylvania 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/22/drilling-fees-could-go-up-from-5k-to-12-5k-
in.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Code Orange air-quality alert issued for Western Pa. 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/air-quality-warning-issued-for-sensitive-groups-in-southwest-
pennsylvania-counties/ 
 
Beaver County Times: ‘We’re failing to meet many of our goals,’ DEP official says as environmental 
oversight board passes hefty fee hike  
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200122/were-failing-to-meet-many-of-our-goals-dep-official-
says-as-environmental-oversight-board-passes-hefty-fee-hike 
 
Post-Gazette: DEP issues Code Orange air quality alert for Pittsburgh region  
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2020/01/23/DEP-issues-Code-Orange-air-quality-alert-
pittsburgh/stories/202001230091 
 
Washington Examiner: Green activists could torpedo Trump's appeal to Pennsylvania 'Reagan 
Democrats' 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/green-activists-could-torpedo-trumps-appeal-to-
pennsylvania-reagan-democrats 
 



Mentions 
 
Clarion News: Calls continue to halt of Washington sewage project 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article 66665f5a-e188-5326-91e2-
626cc0c90c70.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Zoning change sought: RV park under consideration in floodplain 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/01/zoning-change-sought/ 
 
Gant News: Clearfield Municipal Authority Holds Reorganizational Meeting 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/01/22/clearfield-municipal-authority-holds-reorganizational-meeting/  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: CMA approves sewer takeover plan 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/cma-approves-sewer-takeover-plan/article 933e3789-
6cb0-51c5-ab19-d2723f8b6641.html  
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel should feel shame  
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/01/23/U-S-Steel-should-feel-
shame/stories/202001230038 
 
PublicSource: A decade of cleaner air ended in controversy and questions about Allegheny County’s 
future  
https://www.publicsource.org/a-decade-of-cleaner-air-ended-in-controversy-and-questions-about-
allegheny-countys-future/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: The topic of climate change is impossible to ignore 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/01/the-topic-of-climate-change-is-impossible-to-ignore-
pennlive-letters.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Brian O'Neill: Studies come and go as Earth heats up  
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/brian-oneill/2020/01/23/Brian-O-Neill-Studies-come-and-go-as-
Earth-heats-up/stories/202001230027 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Environment Erie cites funding issues for closure 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200123/environment-erie-cites-funding-issues-for-closure 
 
Bradford Era: Forest Service makes decision on Otter Project 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/forest-service-makes-decision-on-otter-
project/article 15abba91-838a-5168-bd4a-30a6f8444b25.html 
  
Times Observer: City Council moves ahead with Crescent Park plans 



https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/01/city-council-moves-ahead-with-crescent-
park-plans/ 
 
KDKA: Wildlife Experts: Coyotes Moving Into The Pittsburgh Area 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/22/coyotes-moving-into-pittsburgh/ 
 
Daily American: More to Enjoy About Rail-Trails in 2020 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/opinion/columns/more-to-enjoy-about-rail-trails-
in/article 2ab185c3-901e-53f1-befc-6e77f6e41f52.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Local groups urged to apply for DCNR grants 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/local-groups-urged-to-apply/ 
 
Tioga Publishing: PGC biologist to discuss “game changer” for grouse restoration 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/features/outdoors/pgc-biologist-to-discuss-game-changer-for-grouse-
restoration/article 74e81950-7943-5dde-a365-3364f6c9cf3c.html  
 
Energy 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier zoning board OKs special exception for solar panels 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ligonier-zoning-board-oks-special-exception-for-
solar-panels/article 67835dec-f7dc-51a0-8bd9-da6987d4ff98.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Thomas Madison Jr. | America’s renewable energy future limited by onerous 
regulations  
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/thomas-madison-jr-america-s-renewable-energy-future-
limited-by/article 855d060a-3d61-11ea-9846-e720399d38fe.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Making yellow school buses a little more green 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/23/making-yellow-school-buses-a-little-more-
green.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: No tax breaks for polluters  
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-no-tax-breaks-for-polluters/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Market Square ice house to raise funds for heating bills 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/01/22/Market-Square-ice-house-to-raise-funds-for-
heating-bills-Dollar-energy-dynegy-pittsburgh/stories/202001220138 
 
Post-Gazette: Repairs force daytime warming center clients to temporary location 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/01/21/Repairs-daytime-warming-center-temporary-
location-pittsburgh-catholic-charities/stories/202001210120 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: Firm to redevelop Philadelphia refinery site after $240M bid 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/firm-to-redevelop-philadelphia-refinery-site-after-m-
bid/article a2350395-8820-56b8-b312-1287f6a9249d.html 



 
Philadelphia Inquirer: ‘Their timeline is aggressive’: Hilco plans to clean up polluted South Philly refinery 
site, city says 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/hilco-philadelphia-refinery-auction-redevelopment-plans-
pes-20200122.html 
 
WHYY: New owner of PES site has no plans to continue refinery operations, city says 
https://whyy.org/articles/new-owner-of-pes-site-has-no-plans-to-continue-refinery-operations-city-
says/ 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Delaware Riverkeeper seeks rehearing of Adelphia pipeline approval 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20200122/delaware-riverkeeper-seeks-rehearing-of--adelphia-
pipeline-approval 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. Supreme Court preserves 'rule of capture' for fracking  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/01/23/Pennsylvania-Supreme-Court-
preserves-rule-of-capture-fracking-Marcellus-Shale-Southwestern-Energy/stories/202001220155 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Wyalusing project may benefit from New Fortress $800M loan 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/wyalusing-project-may-benefit-from-new-fortress-800m-loan/ 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Heating up East Athens: Natural gas project nearing completion 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 0a8c6b2e-4867-534b-9613-3d00d5de330a.html  
 
PFAS 
 
Buzzfeed.com: People In 43 US Cities Are Drinking Toxic "Forever Chemicals" In Their Tap Water, Tests 
Show 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/danvergano/pfas-water-new-orleans-miami-philadelphia 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Government should investigate dangerous substances 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-government-should-investigate-dangerous-substances/ 
 
Resource: New Testing Reveals ‘Forever Chemicals’ In More Water Systems Across OH, PA, U.S. 
https://ohiovalleyresource.org/2020/01/22/new-testing-reveals-forever-chemicals-in-more-water-
systems-across-oh-pa-u-s/ 
 
WHYY: PFAS chemicals found in drinking water nationwide, report says 
https://whyy.org/articles/pfas-chemicals-found-in-drinking-water-nationwide-report-says/ 
 
Waste 
 
The Derrick: County eyes Franklin site for recycling center 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/county-eyes-franklin-site-for-recycling-
center/article f2e660a1-8fd3-5ab6-86b1-5f2576b76b1c.html 
 
York dispatch: Lower Windsor Twp. pumps brakes on landfill expansion 



https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2020/01/22/lower-windsor-twp-pumps-brakes-landfill-
expansion/4542619002/ 
  
WGAL: York County residents express concerns over proposed landfill expansion 
https://www.wgal.com/article/york-county-residents-express-concerns-over-proposed-landfill-
expansion/30627716 
 
Standard Speaker: East Union Twp. supers to seek bids for garbage, recycling collection 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/east-union-twp-supers-to-seek-bids-for-garbage-recycling-
collection-1.2586307 
 
Observer-Reporter: Washington County's electronics recycler lifts cap on number of TVs that can be 
brought  
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/washington-county-s-electronics-recycler-lifts-cap-on-
number-of/article f5637780-3d3f-11ea-a85f-d3e738e29b3e.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Oakmont police collecting expired, unwanted medications 
https://plum.triblive.com/oakmont-police-collecting-expired-unwanted-medications/ 
 
Post-Gazette: China says it will ban plastics that pollute its land and water 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/01/22/China-plastic-ban-single-use-bags-end-
year-plastics/stories/202001220191 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Coupons available for free tire recycling 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/the wellsboro mansfield gazette/news/coupons-available-for-free-
tire-recycling/article bfa1c4e2-aefe-5290-ae9d-1f3cb4a8782c.html 
 
WHYY: 4 ways Philly can fight illegal dumping 
https://whyy.org/articles/4-ways-philly-can-fight-illegal-dumping/ 
 
Water 
 
York Daily record: What's up with that spring along Route 616? 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/columnists/2016/09/15/whats-up-spring-along-rt-616-
column/90312694/ 
  
Reading Eagle: A recent land deal at Nolde Forest in Cumru Township will protect a watershed 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/a-recent-land-deal-at-nolde-forest-in-cumru-
township/article f5ee4f68-3966-11ea-b239-6b6743a45873.html 
  
Reading Eagle: Reading Area Water Authority refinancing would save $9.2 million over 16 years 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/reading-area-water-authority-refinancing-would-save-
million-over-years/article d193602c-3c9a-11ea-b56f-7fd5e68b7e0e.html 
  
Reading Eagle: Creeks and streams that once flowed through Reading now part of storm sewer system 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/creeks-and-streams-that-once-flowed-through-reading-
now-part/article bdc8a5da-38b1-11ea-b86c-dba2b5124b07.html 
  



WITF/StateImpact: PFAS chemicals detected in water supplies nationwide 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/23/pfas-chemicals-detected-in-water-supplies-
nationwide/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Levee meetings not open to public 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/levee-meetings-not-open-to-public-1.2586408 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Downtown LMA water line replacement work continues 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/downtown-lma-water-line-replacement-work-
continues/article e3cb642c-65e5-5446-94a2-7c931abce70b.html 
 
Tribune-Review: PWSA lifts boil advisory for several Pittsburgh neighborhoods 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pwsa-lifts-boil-advisory-for-several-pittsburgh-
neighborhoods/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Plans to address Oakmont Commons flooding problems under review 
https://plum.triblive.com/plans-to-address-oakmont-commons-flooding-problems-under-review/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Derry Township proposes stormwater pond on tech center land  
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/derry-township-proposes-storm-water-pond-on-tech-center-
land/ 
 
Good River: High waters, more hazardous cargo in the Ohio watershed complicate the job of keeping the 
waterways safe 
https://www.ohiowatershed.org/high-waters-hazardous-cargo-ohio-watershed-safety.html 
 
Good River: A Pittsburgh-area test case in working across political boundaries to address flooding 
https://www.ohiowatershed.org/pittsburgh-working-across-political-boundaries-flooding.html 
 
Muncy Luminary: Floodplain Awareness Initiative launched 
http://muncyluminary.com/page/content.detail/id/571588/Floodplain-Awareness-Initiative-
Launched.html?nav=5007 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Ridgway Borough Council reviews 2019 achievements, 2020 projects 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/ridgway-borough-council-reviews-achievements-
projects/article 3df3a48c-3041-516c-a24d-9e9fd3369e9e.html  
 
Potter Leader-Enterprise: Coudersport Borough Council discusses road closures for Ness Fest, hiring 
water operator 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter leader enterprise/coudersport-borough-council-discusses-
road-closures-for-ness-fest/article 9480f0b2-d44a-51da-b27b-b5bd4e4bf9d1.html  
 
Reuters: Trump environmental agency to scale back U.S. water protections 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-environment-water/trump-environmental-agency-to-scale-
back-us-water-protections-idUSKBN1ZM1OM 
 
New York Times: Trump Removes Pollution Controls on Streams and Wetlands 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/22/climate/trump-environment-water.html 



 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Chick-fil-A developer sues Camp Hill over rejection of restaurant plans 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/01/chick-fil-a-developer-sues-camp-hill-over-rejection-of-
restaurant-plans.html 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Rep. Vitali: Wolf budget should address environmental protection 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/opinion/rep-vitali-wolf-budget-should-address-environmental-
protection/article ff8cb786-3d6b-11ea-bc99-ffae69340f13.html 
 
KDKA: PennDOT Closes Bunola River Road After Drivers Run Temporary Red Lights Set Up Around 
Landslides  
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/22/bunola-river-road-closed/ 
 
WPXI: Popular cut-through road to avoid tunnels closing for months for landslide repairs 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/popular-cut-through-road-avoid-tunnels-closing-months-
landslide-repairs/7K2FZRYMJVFFFAIE7FPNVIAKJI/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Forward Township road to close indefinitely  
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/forward-township-road-to-close-indefinitely/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh to begin landslide remediation projects next month in Squirrel Hill, Duquesne 
Heights 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/01/22/Pittsburgh-Squyirrel-Hill-Dusuesne-
Heights-landslides-Commercial-Street-Greenleaf-Street-retaining-walls/stories/202001220110 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh spending $2.6 million on landslide repairs 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-spending-2-6-million-on-landslide-repairs/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Ruth Ann Dailey: The fight to preserve community  
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/ruth-ann-dailey/2020/01/19/Ruth-Ann-Dailey-The-fight-to-
preserve-community/stories/202001190032 
 
Daily American: Turnpike still eyeing Allegheny Tunnel changes 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/turnpike-still-eyeing-allegheny-tunnel-
changes/article 919de10b-7ca8-5ae9-aa92-ad73214e62f1.html 
 
WITF: PPG now fully lead free, but what about old paint chips? 
https://www.witf.org/2020/01/21/ppg-now-fully-lead-free-but-what-about-old-paint-chips/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. Speaker Mike Turzai will retire from state House after current term 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2020/01/23/Pennsylvania-Speaker-Mike-Turzai-
retirement-state-House-pittsburgh-bradford-woods/stories/202001230109 
 
WESA: Turzai Announces Retirement, Will Not Seek Another Term 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/turzai-announces-retirement-will-not-seek-another-term-0 
 



WPXI: Pennsylvania’s GOP House speaker to retire after three terms 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pennsylvanias-gop/BWTVVLE3GFCM5OT5DM52AUMNKA/ 
 
KDKA Radio: PA Speaker Of The House Mike Turzai Announces Retirement From Politics 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/pa-speaker-of-the-house-mike-turzai-announces-retirement 


