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Top DEP Stories 
 
Gant News: Gov. Wolf’s Green Government Initiatives Boost Energy Efficiency by 3 Percent in First Year 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/01/10/gov-wolfs-green-government-initiatives-boost-energy-efficiency-by-
3-percent-in-first-year/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Trump proposes sweeping rollback of environmental oversight 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/01/trump-proposes-sweeping-rollback-of-
environmental-oversight/ 
 
WICU-TV: Citizens Updated on Erie Coke Clean-up Progress 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41544357/citizens-updated-on-erie-coke-cleanup-progress 
 
WJET-TV: What’s next for Erie Coke weeks after closing its doors 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/whats-next-for-erie-coke-weeks-after-closing-its-doors/ 
 
ABC27: Maryland governor seeks lawsuit against Pennsylvania over Chesapeake Bay 
https://www.abc27.com/news/pennsylvania/maryland-governor-seeks-lawsuit-against-pennsylvania-
over-chesapeake-bay/ 
 
WGAL: Maryland governor directs attorney general to pursue legal action against Pennsylvania, EPA 
over Chesapeake Bay pollution 
https://www.wgal.com/article/maryland-governor-directs-attorney-general-to-pursue-legal-action-
against-pennsylvania-epa-over-chesapeake-bay-pollution/30460113 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Maryland Gov. Hogan moves to sue Pa. for ‘falling short’ in Chesapeake clean-
up 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/maryland-gov-moves-to-sue-pa-for-falling-
short-in-chesapeake-clean-up/ 
 
PLS: Pennsylvania faces criticism, potential legal threat over adherence to Chesapeake Bay pollution 
reduction plan 
http://www.plsreporter.com/Home/TabId/56/ArtMID/519/ArticleID/6586/Pennsylvania-faces-criticism-
potential-legal-threat-over-adherence-to-Chesapeake-Bay-pollution-reduction-plan.aspx 
 
FOX 43: MD Gov. Larry Hogan directs state AG to pursue legal action against PA, EPA in regards to 
Chesapeake Bay pollution 
https://fox43.com/2020/01/09/md-gov-larry-hogan-directs-state-ag-to-pursue-legal-action-against-pa-
epa-in-regards-to-chesapeake-bay-pollution/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Meeting to discuss dam study draws big crowd 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/meeting-to-discuss-dam-study-draws-big-crowd-1.2581452 
 
Times Leader: Public expresses concern over New York City’s involvement over Walter Dam study 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/768787/public-expresses-concern-over-new-york-citys-
involvement-over-walter-dam-study 



 
Francis E. Walter Dam study: Pennsylvania residents wary New York City wants to ‘steal’ water 
https://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-nws-francis-walter-dam-lehigh-river-plan-20200110-
ldbwbv7hejexreum5mmdmjg6oy-story.html 
 
WBAL: Hogan seeks legal action against PA, EPA over Chesapeake Bay pollution 
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/governor-larry-hogan-legal-action-against-pennsylvania-epa-
chesapeake-bay-pollution/30458642# 
 
Mentions 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Shamokin discusses blight remediation, revitalization efforts, illegal dumping 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/konopka-to-resign-as-city-solicitor/article 42efe8d1-b955-
5d1b-8d16-2e5de41e057f.html 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Sandy Township moving forward on bridge dredging project 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/sandy-twp-to-try-and-resolve-issues-with-zito-
media/article 42193d62-cc7b-59ae-a5d1-0f89648427ec.html  
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: County reviews accomplishments, sets goals for 2020 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/free press courier/news/county-reviews-accomplishments-sets-
goals-for/article e332e255-fd7b-5053-b3f1-a1e432703089.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Budget reopened for Brewer Hollow Project 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/budget-reopened-for-brewer-hollow-project/  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Plans for Meshoppen Dollar General abandoned 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/plans-for-meshoppen-dollar-general-abandoned/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LTMA members set to meet with DEP 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ltma-members-set-to-meet-with-
dep/article a90d167d-e639-5220-8cd4-36f15ad137fb.html  
 
WESA: Public Input Sought For Potential Region-Wide Transportation Emissions Cap-And-Invest Program 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/public-input-sought-potential-region-wide-transportation-emissions-cap-
and-invest-program 
 
Times News: Fuel tanker flips, dumps nearly 3,000 gallons of fuel oil in Mahoning  
https://www.tnonline.com/fuel-tanker-flips-dumps-nearly-3000-gallons-fuel-oil-mahoning 
 
Air 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Residents get advice on U.S. Steel settlement 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/01/residents-get-advice-on-u-s-steel-settlement/  
 
Beaver County Times: Hemp extraction company to open headquarters in Butler County 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200109/hemp-extraction-company-to-open-headquarters-in-
butler-county  



 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Google engineer: avoid Pittsburgh due to air pollution 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/09/google-engineer-avoid-pittsburgh-due-to-
air.html 
 
WPXI: Pittsburgh protest expected Friday over Clairton Coke Works pollution 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pittsburgh-protest-expected-friday-over-clairton-coke-works-
pollution/HBNZNWGQAFGPLKHUOZLOFBPYRE/ 
 
WTAE: Pittsburgh mayor weighs in on air quality in region 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pittsburgh-mayor-weighs-in-on-air-quality-in-region/30460523 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Temperatures, precipitation likely to be more wintry for Cumberland County come late 
January 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/meteorologist-temperatures-precipitation-likely-to-be-more-
wintry-for-cumberland/article 317a27a4-7edf-547c-beb3-e31f317af939.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Study: Replacing coal plants with natural gas cut pollution, saved lives 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/10/study-replacing-coal-plants-with-natural-gas-cut-
pollution-saved-lives/ 
 
WITF/WESA: Public input sought for potential region-wide transportation emissions cap-and-invest 
program 
https://www.witf.org/2020/01/09/public-input-sought-for-potential-region-wide-transportation-
emissions-cap-and-invest-program/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Lock Haven Express: World’s largest volunteer force fights Australia’s wildfires 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/01/worlds-largest-volunteer-force-fights-
australias-wildfires/ 
 
Corry Journal: Corry to participate in Erie County Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory 
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 8466e046-3301-11ea-9f62-9b7bed21deca.html 
 
WESA: Public Input Sought For Potential Region-Wide Transportation Emissions Cap-And-Invest Program 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/public-input-sought-potential-region-wide-transportation-emissions-cap-
and-invest-program  
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Rep. Mike Doyle backs the CLEAN Future Act. How does it compare to the Green 
New Deal? 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/rep-mike-doyle-backs-the-clean-future-act-how-does-it-
compare-to-the-green-new-deal/Content?oid=16524496 
 
Post-Gazette: Earth posted its second-hottest year on record in 2019, European scientists say 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/01/08/hottest-year-on-record-second-
2019/stories/202001080169 
 



Conservation & Recreation 
 
Tioga Publishing: Winter hikes get people moving, interacting 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/columns/winter-hikes-get-people-moving-interacting-trail-hikes-with-
daryl/article 7f6da25e-d922-5768-9b74-24d2bfe35ae0.html 
 
Daily American: Rock Run receives $121K from DCNR 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/ourtownjohnstown/news/rock-run-receives-k-from-
dcnr/article 47272128-d281-58a2-9683-519cf1b89ffb.html  
 
Herald-Standard: A Fowl Accounting 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/sports/outdoors/a-fowl-accounting/article 66552f5a-324c-11ea-
aed9-6f48757794fd.html 
 
Daily American: Game commission opens annual seedling sale 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/ourtownjohnstown/news/game-commission-opens-annual-seedling-
sale/article d5e6a926-6da2-5775-9ee5-a393e7130ae3.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Mike Barcaskey: Birds on the move in colder weather 
https://www.timesonline.com/sports/20200110/mike-barcaskey-birds-on-move-in-colder-weather 
 
Beaver County Times: New way of identifying state game lands 
https://www.timesonline.com/sports/20200110/new-way-of-identifying-state-game-lands 
 
WESA: One Of Pittsburgh’s 2020 Resolutions: Invest In Bike And Pedestrian Infrastructure   
https://www.wesa.fm/post/one-pittsburgh-s-2020-resolutions-invest-bike-and-pedestrian-
infrastructure 
 
WESA: Pittsburgh Residents Won't Pay Parks Tax... Yet 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pittsburgh-residents-wont-pay-parks-tax-yet 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Tickets for Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame banquet available 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/tickets-for-appalachian-trail-hall-of-fame-banquet-
available/article 85635043-8217-535d-878b-f5b7b9578ec8.html 
 
Energy 
 
Ridgway Record: Green government initiatives boost energy efficiency by 3 percent in first year (pg 2) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-1-10-2020 0.pdf 
 
WICU-TV: Pennsylvania State Government Sees Boost in Energy Efficiency 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41544769/pennsylvania-state-government-sees-boost-in-energy-
efficiency 
 
StateImpact: Study: Replacing coal plants with natural gas cut pollution, saved lives 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/10/study-replacing-coal-plants-with-natural-gas-cut-
pollution-saved-lives/  
 



Tribune-Democrat: Charlie Melancon | Commonwealth energy outlook remains bright 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/charlie-melancon-commonwealth-energy-outlook-
remains-bright/article 42787eb8-3317-11ea-8610-772cb19b65e9.html 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Transource hires contractor, plan awaits approval 
https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20200110/transource-hires-contractor-plan-awaits-approval 
 
My Ches Co: Gov. Wolf’s Green Government Initiatives Boost Energy Efficiency by 3 Percent in First Year 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/gov-wolfs-green-government-initiatives-boost-energy-
efficiency-by-3-percent-in-first-year/ 
 
Environmental Justice 
 
The Guardian: The blackest city in the US is facing an environmental justice nightmare 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/09/the-blackest-city-in-the-is-us-facing-an-
environmental-justice-nightmare  
 
Mining 
 
The Republic: W Virginia governor announces coal-to-carbon research center 
http://www.therepublic.com/2020/01/10/wv-coal-research-center/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Clean up of Pittsburgh Glass Works site in East Deer could take years, new owner says 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/clean-up-of-pittsburgh-glass-works-site-in-east-deer-
could-take-years-new-owner-says/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: For sale: 1,300 acres in South Philly. Next 7 days could decide the fate of bankrupt 
refinery 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/philly-refinery-pes-auction-energy-solutions-land-reuse-
20200110.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Klaber's Viewpoint: Unity from transparency 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/10/klabers-viewpoint-unity-from-
transparency.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania to see sharp drop in impact fee collections this year 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/09/pennsylvania-to-see-sharp-drop-in-impact-
fee.html 
 
Waste 
 
Chester County Daily Local: Single-use plastic and straw ban takes effect later this year in West Chester 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/single-use-plastic-and-straw-ban-takes-effect-later-
this/article 3f70d6b4-3323-11ea-94ed-af03f91052a4.html 
 
Erie Times: City residents flock to Millcreek for recycling bins 



https://www.goerie.com/news/20200110/city-residents-flock-to-millcreek-for-recycling-bins 
 
WICU-TV: More than 1,000 Recycling Barrels Distributed in Single Day 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41544401/more-than-1000-recycling-barrels-distributed-in-
single-day 
 
WJET-TV: Millcreek Township no longer distributing recycling barrels to city residents 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/millcreek-township-no-longer-distributing-recycling-
barrels-to-city-residents/ 
 
Water 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Sen. Yaw Elected Chairman of Tri-State Chesapeake Bay Commission 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/sen-yaw-elected-chairman-of-tri-state-chesapeake-bay-
commission/ 
 
Potter Leader-Enterprise: Galeton Borough Council addresses dam project 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter leader enterprise/galeton-borough-council-leadership-
remains-same/article 0695291b-04e0-54a2-95c6-984da7d9de45.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Chesapeake Bay cleanup (LTE) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/01/chesapeake-bay-cleanup/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Authority approves stormwater management plan 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/01/authority-approves-stormwater-management-
plan/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pine supervisors informed of property owner complaint 
https://pinecreek.triblive.com/pine-supervisors-informed-of-property-owner-complaint/ 
  
Tribune-Review: PWSA chair says all lead lines will be replaced by 2026 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pwsa-chair-says-all-lead-lines-will-be-replaced-by-2026/ 
 
York Daily Record: Shiloh Water wants to stop adding fluoride: Here's why you should oppose that 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/2020/01/09/shiloh-water-wants-stop-adding-fluoride-why-you-
should-oppose/4420789002/ 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Colossal cleanup on the Conococheague: Dad rids creek of tons of trash 
so daughter can fish 
https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/local/2020/01/10/pennsylvanias-conococheague-
creek-gets-cleaned-up-thanks-franklin-county-man/2846051001/ 
 
FOX43: Construction on Lake Williams: Where do things stand now? 
https://fox43.com/2020/01/09/construction-on-lake-williams-where-do-things-stand-now/ 
 
Times News: W. Penn resident discusses water extraction  
https://www.tnonline.com/w-penn-resident-discusses-water-extraction 
 



Miscellaneous 
 
Post-Gazette: Nova to sell stake in Texas chemicals venture 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2020/01/09/Nova-selling-stake-
Novealis-Borealis-petrochemicals-Bayport-Texas/stories/202001090143 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: NOVA Chemicals sells its half of joint venture company 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/09/nova-chemicals-sells-its-half-of-joint-
venture.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Getting the job done: CFA must meet and approve projects 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/01/10/Getting-the-job-done-Commonwealth-
Financing-Authority-CFA-must-meet-approve-projects/stories/202001010087 
 
Post-Gazette: Trump proposes an environmental-rules change that would speed up major projects 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/01/09/Trump-environmental-rules-proposes-
climate-change-projects/stories/202001090155 
 
AP: Trump proposes sweeping rollback of environmental oversight 
https://apnews.com/b67ffbf17718dab53259e2ce003ad37b 
 
Tribune-Review: Big plans for Westmoreland outlined at annual State of County luncheon 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/big-plans-for-westmoreland-outlined-at-annual-state-of-
county-luncheon/ 
 
WESA: Landslides Could Delay Some PennDOT Projects 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/landslides-could-delay-some-penndot-projects 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks environmental leaders pick top issues for 2020 
https://www.readingeagle.com/living/berks-environmental-leaders-pick-top-issues-
for/article ada15104-316b-11ea-b409-b7c4fa703f7a.html 


