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Top DEP Stories 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: State Funding Provided To Help Cleanup Former Industrial Sites In Blair, 
Erie Counties 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/01/state-funding-provided-to-help-cleanup.html 
 
Scranton Times: Scranton schools with asbestos, lead could be first to permanently close 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-schools-with-asbestos-lead-could-be-first-to-
permanently-close-1.2590405 
 
Scranton Times: River of year just part of cultural flow 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/river-of-year-just-part-of-cultural-flow-1.2589876 
 
Morning Call: PennEast announces plan to construct Lehigh Valley portion of pipeline first 
https://www.mcall.com/news/pennsylvania/mc-nws-pa-penneast-construction-update-20200131-
qq4nipajkzae7n2gdd7cdw2oli-story.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Investigation: Oil and Gas Workers Exposed to Radioactivity from Drilling Waste 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/investigation-oil-and-gas-workers-exposed-to-radioactivity-from-
fracking-waste/  
 
AP: What to watch for in Pennsylvania governor’s budget proposal 
https://apnews.com/9aaa9ec1a12190dbf6ff860b907ca6f5  
 
Mentions 
 
Scranton Times: How do local school districts meet state standards? 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/how-do-local-school-districts-meet-state-standards-
1.2590068 
 
Tribune-Review: Isaac Brown: Curbing emissions benefits all Pennsylvanians 
https://triblive.com/opinion/isaac-brown-curbing-emissions-benefits-all-pennsylvanians/ 
 
PublicSource: The well next door: East Pittsburgh and North Braddock diverge on the local impact of 
proposed fracking 
https://www.publicsource.org/the-well-next-door-east-pittsburgh-and-north-braddock-diverge-on-the-
local-impact-of-proposed-fracking/ 
 
WHYY: U.S. trustee lodges objection to refinery owner’s Chapter 11 reorganization plan 
https://whyy.org/articles/refinery-owner-dep-agreed-to-amend-2012-deed-restrictions-before-auction-
sale/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Chief well spills fracking brine in Bradford County, DEP charges 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/chief-well-spills-fracking-brine-in-bradford-county-dep-
charges/article 63573d6c-4425-11ea-9ab1-6bf34428e004.html 
 



Restore Pennsylvania 
 
WESA: Wolf Dusts Off $4.5 Billion Infrastructure Plan 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/wolf-dusts-45-billion-infrastructure-plan 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: What to watch for in Gov. Wolf’s budget proposal 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/02/what-to-watch-for-in-gov-wolfs-budget-
proposal/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: The broadband bandwagon (LTE) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2020/02/the-broadband-bandwagon/ 
 
Air 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Midstate’s air quality lagging behind state and nation, report finds 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/midstate-s-air-quality-lagging-behind-state-and-nation-
report/article 8ca48f90-f858-53fb-96b5-f9625af6ce5e.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
WITF: Wolf’s support for petrochemicals raises climate worries as Pennsylvania tries to cut carbon 
emissions 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/02/03/wolfs-support-for-petrochemicals-raises-climate-
worries-in-a-state-trying-to-cut-co2/ 
 
KDKA Investigates: What Role Does Shale Gas Industry Play In Pittsburgh’s Air Quality? 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/31/shale-gas-industry-pittsburgh-air-quality/  
 
Undark: Undone Science: When Research Fails Polluted Communities  
https://undark.org/2020/02/03/undone-science-pollution-avalon-shenango/  
 
My ChesCo: PA Department of Environmental Protection to Unveil Draft Regulations to Cap CO2 
Emissions Using RGGI Model 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pa-department-of-environmental-protection-to-unveil-
draft-regulations-to-cap-co2-emissions-using-rggi-model/ 
 
WHYY: Wolf’s support for petrochemicals raises climate worries as Pennsylvania tries to cut carbon 
emissions 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/02/03/wolfs-support-for-petrochemicals-raises-climate-
worries-in-a-state-trying-to-cut-co2/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette:  Don’t let burn pits become another Agent Orange (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/dont-let-this-become-another-agent-orange/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: Add carbon fee 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/02/Add-carbon-fee/stories/202002020077 
 
Conservation & Recreation 



 
Bradford Era: Winter Trek at Marilla Reservoir set for this Sunday 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/winter-trek-at-marilla-reservoir-set-for-this-
sunday/article 51c7f382-61b2-56cf-9393-6c82ef896e3c.html 
 
FOX43: Dauphin County officials to hold public meetings to hear public feedback on Detweiler Park 
https://fox43.com/2020/02/03/dauphin-county-officials-to-hold-public-meetings-to-hear-public-
feedback-on-detweiler-park/ 
 
Post-Gazette: City Council works to create trust fund for new parks tax revenue 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/recreation/2020/02/01/Peduto-Pittsburgh-City-Council-assistance-
departments-parks-tax-legislation/stories/202001310142 
 
Post-Gazette: Parks funding: Priority should be on need, not location 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/03/Parks-funding-Priority-should-be-on-
need-not-location/stories/202001280043 
 
Tribune-Review: Troubling trends in outdoor recreation participation 
https://triblive.com/sports/troubling-trends-in-outdoor-recreation-participation/ 
 
Energy 
 
Tribune-Review: Duquesne Light customers get power back Sunday night 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/more-than-2000-duquesne-light-customers-without-
power-ahead-of-super-bowl/  
 
Daily Collegian: Renewable energy activist Carl Jackson speaks to Penn State students about solar power 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/campus/article 7458fa64-4480-11ea-8ff2-8bc514aa395a.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: UGI seeking gas-hike OK 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/020220/page/12/story/ugi-seeking-gas-hike-ok 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
NextPittsburgh: Pittsburgh’s first Complete Streets debut at Hazelwood Green 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/pittsburghs-first-complete-streets-debut-at-hazelwood-
green/ 
 
Mining 
 
New Castle News Online: Mining operation gets zoning board OK 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/mining-operation-gets-zoning-board-
ok/article 6fd57463-2166-57ff-87e8-c53b38dff588.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Consol, its former president settle discrimination case 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/consol-its-former-president-settle-discrimination-
case/article 3c768d7c-4387-11ea-9ddd-ffecbb80dfe5.html 
 



Oil and Gas  
 
MotherJones: Big Oil Wants to Dump More Wastewater Into Rivers. What Could Possibly Go Wrong? 
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2020/01/big-oil-wants-to-dump-more-wastewater-into-
rivers-what-could-possibly-go-wrong/ 
 
Bradford Era: National Fuel to raise gas supply charges 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/national-fuel-to-raise-gas-supply-charges/article 38195393-
69a1-55bf-b451-b98658666afa.html 
 
Titusville Herald: National Fuel submits request for supply rate increase (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page 38154045-ff42-581c-ad3c-7020674563d6.html 
 
Bradford Era: Allegany officials provide figures on Dimes’ oil production 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/allegany-officials-provide-figures-on-dimes-oil-
production/article 42d19a3a-85f5-50eb-a9ea-9a56e0f20f59.html 
 
WJET-TV: Residents crossing state lines for cheaper gas prices 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/residents-crossing-state-lines-for-cheaper-gas-prices/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: In Pennsylvania, poll finds registered voters split on whether to ban fracking 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/31/in-pennsylvania-poll-finds-registered-voters-
split-on-whether-to-ban-fracking/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Worker sues well services company over East Finley well pad fire 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/worker-sues-well-services-company-over-east-finley-
well-pad/article d57c0fbc-436c-11ea-b3ee-b7954747bacf.html  
 
Allegheny Front: Ohio Group Worried About Water Pollution From Ethane Cracker Gets State Meeting, 
But Little Action 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ohio-group-worried-about-water-pollution-from-ethane-cracker-gets-
state-meeting-but-little-action/  
 
Pittsburgh Current: New Franklin & Marshall poll: Pennsylvania voters split on fracking 
https://www.pittsburghcurrent.com/pennsylvania-fracking-poll/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT could sell off part of royalty interest in natural gas production 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/31/eqt-could-sell-off-part-of-royalty-interest-
in.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Largest Shale Gas Drillers in Southwestern Pennsylvania 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/subscriber-only/2020/01/31/largest-shale-gas-drillers-in-
1.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Largest Shale Gas Drillers in Pennsylvania 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/subscriber-only/2020/01/31/largest-shale-gas-drillers-in.html 
   
Pittsburgh Business Times: Major ethane pipeline seeking customers 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/03/major-ethane-pipeline-seeking-
customers.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Chevron CEO talks about the decision to pull out of Appalachia 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/31/chevron-ceo-talks-about-the-decision-to-
pull-out.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Projects create jobs, grow unions 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/02/Projects-create-jobs-grow-
unions/stories/202002020035  
 
StateImpact: Wolf’s support for petrochemicals raises climate worries as Pennsylvania tries to cut 
carbon emissions 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/02/03/wolfs-support-for-petrochemicals-raises-climate-
worries-in-a-state-trying-to-cut-co2/  
 
OH&S Online: The “Secret of the Century”: Many Oil-and-Gas Workers Handle Radioactive Materials 
Every Day 
https://ohsonline.com/articles/2020/01/29/the-secret-of-the-century-many-oilandgas-workers-handle-
radioactive-materials-every-day.aspx 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Guest Column: It's time to get back to work on Mariner East 
https://www.delcotimes.com/opinion/guest-column-it-s-time-to-get-back-to-work/article 91c78bea-
44e1-11ea-9259-a39395bbdfe5.html 
 
PFAS 
 
WPXI: Devil in the water: A teacher’s fight after discovering dangerous chemicals 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/investigates/devil-water-teachers-fight-after-discovering-dangerous-
chemicals/HTEJOAZZ5ZGL5LY4TXQSLQVLLI/  
 
The Guardian: The ‘forever chemicals’ fueling a public health crisis in drinking water 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/feb/03/pfas-forever-chemicals-what-are-they 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Post-Gazette: Radon threat 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/03/Radon-threat/stories/202002030020  
 
Vector Management 
 
Post-Gazette: Bad bug: State must continue to fight the spotted lanternfly 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/01/Bad-bug-State-must-continue-to-fight-
the-spotted-lanternfly/stories/202001240067 
 
Waste 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pittsburgh startups stand out in global contest, will compete for $3M prize 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/31/pittsburgh-startups-stand-out-in-global-
contest.html  
 
Water 
 
Sharon Herald: Digging underway in Farrell to replace water lines, storm sewers 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/local news/digging-underway-in-farrell-to-replace-water-lines-
storm-sewers/article eb28ee7c-f10d-56a1-b254-8044481b4066.html 
 
Erie Times: Erie beaches suffer historic erosion 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200203/erie-beaches-suffer-historic-erosion 
 
Butler Eagle: Info flows from creek presentation 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20200201/NEWS01/702019949/-1/news01 
 
Reading Eagle: Marion Township readies for next steps in sewage plan 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/marion-township-readies-for-next-steps-in-sewage-
plan/article 4876cc9e-43c4-11ea-90f8-afb5fed35a0d.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Blair County Planning Commission 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/01/blair-county-planning-commission/ 
 
KDKA: Crews Working To Repair Water Main Break On Ohio River Boulevard 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/02/02/route-65-water-main-break/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: County treating Westmoreland Manor water amid Legionella concerns 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/county-treating-westmoreland-manor-water-amid-
legionella-concerns/article 4a350745-f91c-5ac6-95af-3093644b5a49.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Veolia Water Technologies may close Moon Township office 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/31/veolia-water-technologies-may-close-
moon-township.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Veolia Water Technologies' Moon Township center is up for sale 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/2020/01/31/Veolia-water-technologies-airside-business-park-
allegheny-county-sale-close-furlough/stories/202001310111 
 
Tribune-Review: Route 65 in Avalon reopens after water main break caused 7-hour lane restriction 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/water-main-break-shuts-down-portion-of-route-65-in-
avalon/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Youngwood to get new water, sewer lines 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/youngwood-to-get-new-water-sewer-lines/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Carnegie sewage rates affected by ALCOSAN increase 
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/carnegie-sewage-rates-affected-by-alcosan-increase/ 
 



Philadelphia Inquirer: City offers little support when Philly water mains break; local universities restrict 
travel over coronavirus | Morning Newsletter 
https://www.inquirer.com/newsletters/morning/philadelphia-coronavirus-water-main-break-old-city-
glenny-haddon-heights-20200131.html 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Royersford selling sewer system for $13 million 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/royersford-selling-sewer-system-for-million/article edcb418a-4481-
11ea-92ad-4ba046a5e5e3.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: PA Department of Community and Economic Development accepting Act 13 
grant applications until May; eligible projects include flood mitigation, watershed restoration 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/pa-department-of-community-and-economic-
development-accepting-act-grants/article b1b66e25-ee65-5c1e-8ded-946f556025ab.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Car lands in tank at sewage-treatment plant 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/car-lands-in-tank-at-sewage-treatment-plant.html 
 
Pennlive: Trout stocking schedule for 2020 announced: What’s different this year? 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/01/trout-stocking-schedule-for-2020-announced-whats-different-
this-year.html 
 
Pennlive: Pa. Gov. Tom Wolf’s sixth budget: What can we expect? 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/pa-gov-tom-wolfs-sixth-budget-what-can-we-expect.html 
 
York Daily Record: 'Big boom': Two earthquakes hit York County this weekend 
https://www.ydr.com/story/weather/2020/02/02/earthquakes-hit-york-county-registering-1-6-and-1-8-
richter-scale/4639377002/ 
 
York Dispatch: Yes, the earth did shake this weekend near Wellsville 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/pennsylvania/2020/02/02/yes-earth-did-shake-
weekend-near-wellsville/4639209002/ 
 
ABC27: USGS: 2 earthquakes shake York County in 24 hours 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/york/usgs-2-earthquakes-shake-york-county-in-24-hours/ 
 
CBS21: Two small earthquakes recorded in York County, less than 24 hours apart 
https://local21news.com/news/local/two-small-earthquakes-recorded-in-york-county-less-than-24-
hours-apart 
 
WGAL: Two small earthquakes felt in York County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/2-small-earthquakes-felt-in-york-county/30742072 
 
KDKA: Residents On Street In Perry North Still Fearful Almost A Year After Landslide 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/31/residents-on-street-in-perry-north-still-fearful/  
 
Beaver County Times: Amadio named vice chairman of Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 



https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200203/amadio-named-vice-chairman-of-southwestern-
pennsylvania-commission 
 
The future has gondolas: Think big to solve 21st-century transit issues 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/02/Pittsburgh-transportation-future-
gondolas-Medellin-Bill-Peduto/stories/202001300049 
 
Post-Gazette: Walkabout: Brace yourself, Butler Street 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/diana-nelson-jones/2020/02/03/Spear-Street-Capital-Sears-
Warehouse-Green-Boulevard-Plan-Bike-Pittsburgh/stories/202002030005 
 
Lock Haven Express: Communist China government’s environmental malpractice hurts us all (Op-Ed) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2020/02/communist-china-governments-environmental-
malpractice-hurts-us-all/ 


