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Top DEP Stories 
   
WITF/WVIA: Burning rubber: residents fight power plant planning to burn tires for cryptocurrency 
https://www.witf.org/2023/12/26/burning-rubber-residents-fight-power-plant-planning-to-burn-tires-
for-cryptocurrency/ 
 
 
Mentions   
 
Fox43: Drought Watch remains across 13 PA counties 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/drought-watch-remains-13-pennsylvania-counties-franklin-
county-drought-warning/521-fcec03ef-17ee-4bd0-81ca-09f24a67deed   
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Tanker overturns near Southern Columbia; spills fuel into drainage ditch 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/breakingnews/tanker-overturns-near-southern-columbia-
spills-fuel-into-drainage-ditch  
 
 
Air 
 
Standard Speaker: Fires burning in Canada cause smoke, air quality issues in Hazleton area 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/fires-burning-in-canada-cause-smoke-air-quality-issues-in-
hazleton-area/article_c5c74d33-61f0-5be0-ba33-75e43ef86065.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Throughout the ages: A look back on U.S. Steel ahead of Nippon acquisition 
https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/photos/2023/12/23/us-steel-history/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
The Guardian: New breed of climate protesters vows to take fight to ‘cowards’ of US politics 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/dec/26/climate-defiance-change-protesters-
confrontation 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: First Day Hike at Kinzua Bridge State Park 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/mount-jewett-first-day-hike-at-kinzua-bridge-state-
park/article_a7f52d26-a420-11ee-839c-435b9fd52765.html 
  
Erie Times: Endangered Species Act At 50; How It Aided Eagles, Osprey, Falcons, People In PA 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2023/12/27/pa-endangered-species-act-1973-bald-
eagle-osprey-peregrine-falcon-50th-anniversary/71998961007/ 
  
Clarion News: First day hikes scheduled for Pa. State Parks 
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https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/local/article_65f25b19-d394-5c21-922e-926e69eafa14.html 
 
Lehigh Valley Live: Solar eclipse 2024 expected to draw travelers to ‘totality’ states, including part of Pa. 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2023/12/solar-eclipse-2024-expected-to-draw-travelers-to-
totality-states-including-part-of-pa.html 
 
Tri- County Independent: Honesdale OKs easement for pedestrian pathway to Lackawaxen River trail 
https://www.tricountyindependent.com/story/news/local/2023/12/21/honesdale-easement-approved-
for-pedestrian-river-trail-access/71988161007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Start 2024 with a First Day Hike in one of Pennsylvania’s state parks 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/12/27/start-2024-with-a-first-day-hike-in-one-of-pennsylvanias-
state-parks/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Want to be a citizen scientist? Western Pa. volunteers survey birds and waterways for 
national studies 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2023/12/26/citizen-scientist-christmas-bird-
count/stories/202312190094 
 
Beaver County Times: Endangered Species Act at 50: How it's aided eagles, osprey, falcons, people in 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/sports/outdoors/2023/12/27/pa-endangered-species-act-1973-
bald-eagle-osprey-peregrine-falcon-50th-anniversary/71998961007/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
StateImpactPA: Pa. lawmakers debate proposal to raise state’s renewable energy goal 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/12/27/pa-lawmakers-debate-proposal-to-raise-states-
renewable-energy-goal/ 
 
Broad + Liberty: John Hanger: Energy competition works – and should be expanded 
https://broadandliberty.com/2023/12/26/john-hanger-energy-competition-works-and-should-be-
expanded/ 
 
StateImpact: Pa. lawmakers debate proposal to raise state’s renewable energy goal 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/12/27/pa-lawmakers-debate-proposal-to-raise-states-
renewable-energy-goal/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Electric vehicles are coming to the grid. It's time for a plan, regulators nudge 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/12/27/electric-vehicles-pennsylvania-
public-utility-commission/stories/202312270055 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Pennsylvania Turnpike to begin testing electrified parking spaces to charge 
EVs 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/12/26/pennsylvania-turnpike-to-begin-testing-electrified-
parking-spaces-to-charge-evs/ 
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Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Solar panel study costs $66G; installation envisioned for two town 
buildings 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122523/page/1/story/solar-panel-study-costs-66g  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Fox56: Oil truck rollover on Route 487 in Columbia County 
https://fox56.com/news/local/oil-truck-rollover-on-route-487-in-columbia-
county?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&sfmc_id=5152162&utm_guid=fe1ba989-02b5-44d2-
a2cb-a43a80eb23d1&utm_campaign=  
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
PennLive: We can’t let Pennsylvania become the next cancer alley | Opinion 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/12/we-cant-let-pennsylvania-become-the-next-cancer-alley-
opinion.html 
 
Forbes: Is U.S. Shale Too Big To Fail? 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/daneberhart/2023/12/26/is-us-shale-too-big-to-fail/?sh=655cce1f17d0 
 
 
Waste 
 
PennLive: Goin’ to the goats or picked up at the curb, here’s how to recycle your Christmas tree 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/12/goin-to-the-goats-or-picked-up-at-curb-heres-how-to-
recycle-your-christmas-tree.html 
 
York Dispatch: Take a look inside Modern Landfill's new wastewater treatment plant 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/12/26/a-look-inside-modern-landfills-new-
wastewater-treatment-plant/71936375007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Landfill owner wants to stay in York County — but how? 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/12/26/landfill-owner-wants-to-stay-in-york-
county-but-how/71936884007/ 
 
6abc: Where to find Christmas tree recycling in Philadelphia, Delaware 
https://6abc.com/christmas-tree-recycling-near-me-2023-phildlephia/14229115/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Christmas tree recycling programs open drop-off sites 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/12/christmas-tree-recycling-programs-open-drop-off-sites/ 
 
KDKA: Annual Christmas Tree Recycling Program begins in Allegheny County 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/annual-christmas-tree-recycling-program-begins-in-
allegheny-county/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Trash burden of proof debated 
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https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122323/page/1/story/trash-burden-of-proof-debated   
 
 
Water 
 
Clarion News: Army Corps to collect Christmas trees at Tionesta Lake 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/local/article_91c94146-9fc3-58e3-a034-682f46a844a5.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: DTMA awarded $200K for Keystone sewer improvements 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dtma-awarded-200k-for-keystone-sewer-
improvements/article_11b03ceb-912a-553b-84b9-fc4490dd1cf1.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Conservation Corner: You can make a difference with runoff  
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/conservation-corner-you-can-make-a-
difference/article_41d66be2-3890-5657-b574-43b24dce275c.html   
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Stories to Remember from 2023: Long-awaited Muncy boat access opens 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/long-awaited-muncy-boat-access-opens/article_93956ca4-9e96-
11ee-8b00-6b2ce21b7f3d.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
LancasterOnline: Hanover eagles livestream goes back online in time for Christmas 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/hanover-eagles-livestream-goes-back-online-in-time-for-
christmas/article_e7a3a868-a410-11ee-8ee2-375e87b5d6bb.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Ask the Master Gardener: Should you water garden plants in the winter? 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/12/27/ask-the-master-gardener-should-you-water-garden-plants-
in-the-winter/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Authorities: Be mindful of gifts with lithium-ion batteries, which require proper charging, 
disposal 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/12/26/authorities-be-mindful-of-gifts-with-lithium-ion-batteries-
which-require-proper-charging-disposal/ 
 
Tri- County Independent: Voting underway to name Lackawaxen River of the Year, second time since 
2010 
https://www.tricountyindependent.com/story/news/local/2023/12/27/pennsylvania-river-year-
lackawaxen-allegheny-youghiogheny/71988904007/ 
 
Morning Call: Man damaged Lehigh Valley electric substation equipment in botched Christmas Eve 
copper theft that trapped him for hours, police say 
https://www.mcall.com/2023/12/26/police-copper-theft/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Finally: After 60 years of waiting, Mon-Fayette Expressway starts to take 
shape 
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https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/12/24/finally-after-50-years-of-waiting-mon-fayette-
expressway-starts-to-take-shape/ 
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