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Top DEP Stories 
 
StateImpact PA: Mariner East pipeline is set to be completed in 2022, after years of environmental 
damage and delays 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/12/24/mariner-east-pipeline-is-set-to-be-completed-in-
2022-after-years-of-environmental-damage-and-delays/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Wolf Administration says it wants to improve environmental justice policy 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/12/27/wolf-administration-says-it-wants-to-improve-
environmental-justice-policy/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Post-Gazette: Fire at Galaxy compressor occurred during pipeline work 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/12/24/natural-gas-pipeline-fire-galaxy-
compressor-station-butler-county-energy-transfer-pigging/stories/202112240048 
 
Scranton Times: Preserve Clean Streams law (OPINION) 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/preserve-clean-streams-law/article 91b377c3-ffc0-5946-
a4ce-4a56cec2eeb9.html 
 
Scranton Times: Supervisors conviction indicts state (OPINION) 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/supervisors-conviction-indicts-state/article 616ceea0-
c709-5ad2-af0e-bc7011bdd7b0.html 
 
Scranton Times: Consolidated approach needed for stormwater problems (OPINION) 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/columnists/consolidated-approach-needed-for-
stormwater-problems/article 52f2ed68-5d87-5573-b9fa-4b23ad6faad0.amp.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Fire at Galaxy compressor occurred during pipeline work 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/12/24/natural-gas-pipeline-fire-galaxy-
compressor-station-butler-county-energy-transfer-pigging/stories/202112240048 
 
WESA: Mariner East pipeline is set to be completed in 2022, after years of environmental damage and 
delays 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-12-26/mariner-east-pipeline-is-set-to-be-completed-
in-2022-after-years-of-environmental-damage-and-delays  
 
Allegheny Front: House passes change to clean streams law; critics say it will weaken enforcement 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-clean-streams-law-house-bill-weaken-enforcement/ 
 
RGGI 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Top stories of 2021: The fight over RGGI 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/12/27/top-stories-of-2021-the-fight-over-rggi/ 
 



Air 
 
WTAE: Reports of catalytic converter thefts spike in Pittsburgh in 2021 
https://www.wtae.com/article/reports-of-catalytic-converter-thefts-spike-in-pittsburgh-in-
2021/38618529 
 
WESA: Meet the new leader of Pittsburgh's clean-air watchdog  
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-12-25/meet-the-new-leader-of-pittsburghs-clean-air-
watchdog 
 
Post-Gazette: Methane safeguards are necessary 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2021/12/26/Keep-trying-to-make-gun-ownership-safer-
1/stories/202112260047 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: Climate change causing unprecedented die-offs, melting ice in Arctic: ‘It’s like the gates of hell 
have been opened’ 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2021/12/climate-change-causing-unprecedented-die-offs-
melting-ice-in-arctic-its-like-the-gates-of-hell-have-been-opened.html 
 
Pennlive: 2021′s climate disasters revealed one side of the country too wet, the other dangerously dry 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2021/12/2021s-climate-disasters-revealed-one-side-of-the-country-
too-wet-the-other-dangerously-dry-opinion.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Surveying Lymantria dispar Egg Masses – Why Bother? 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/surveying-lymantria-dispar-egg-masses-why-
bother/article 0edadb18-e38c-5955-9b5e-62ea22e44aad.html 
 
exploreClarion: First Day Hike Set for Saturday at Cook Forest 
https://www.exploreclarion.com/2021/12/27/first-day-hike-set-for-saturday-at-cook-forest/ 
 
Energy 
 
ABC27: Fort Indiantown Gap leaders pushing back against proposed wind farm near base 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/lebanon/fort-indiantown-gap-leaders-pushing-back-against-
proposed-wind-farm-near-base/ 
 
WESA: Lawmakers consider bill to account for cleanup when developing renewable energy projects 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-12-24/lawmakers-consider-bill-to-account-for-
cleanup-when-developing-renewable-energy-projects  
 
Tribune-Review: Chad Duppstadt: U.S. on verge of major EV moment 
https://triblive.com/opinion/chad-duppstadt-us-on-verge-of-major-ev-moment/ 
 
The Guardian: Current coal phaseout pledges ‘absolutely not enough’, warn experts 



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2021/dec/23/why-cop26-coal-power-
pledges-dont-go-far-enough-visualised 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: First Day Hike planned at Trough Creek park  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/first-day-hike-planned-at-trough-creek-
park/article c746c3bf-751a-5958-89eb-b95a71bd8814.html 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Editorial | Many projects worth saluting across Cambria County 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorial-many-projects-worth-saluting-across-cambria-
county/article f588e7ce-6342-11ec-bc97-83c7f1b4eb4d.html 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Faces of Resilience: Stephanie Snedden, CNX Resources 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/12/23/faces-of-resilience-stephanie-snedden.html 
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Christmas tree recycling 2021: Where and when to take your tree to the curb in 
Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/home garden/christmas-tree-recycling-2021-where-and-when-to-
take-your-tree-to-the-curb-in/article e61344c6-641c-11ec-b9c0-234e03033c51.html 
 
WTAE: Christmas tree recycling begins in Allegheny County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/christmas-tree-recycling-begins-in-allegheny-county/38616678 
 
WPXI: Annual Christmas Tree Recycling Program up and running throughout Allegheny County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/annual-christmas-tree-recycling-program-kicks-off-day-after-
holiday-allegheny-county/CAP2G56LCJD3JOSKGCQ7OPCCJM/ 
 
WESA: Give your Christmas tree a new life when you recycle it in Allegheny County 
https://www.wesa.fm/local-headlines/2021-12-27/give-your-christmas-tree-a-new-life-when-you-
recycle-it-in-allegheny-county 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Recycling stations set up for Christmas trees 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/12/recycling-stations-set-up-for-christmas-trees/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Christmas tree recycling available in Fayette County 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/christmas-tree-recycling-available-in-fayette-
county/article 2809fbc0-5f6f-11ec-b48a-bf423a18abb9.html  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Christmas 'Tree-cycling' available in Westmoreland County 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/christmas-tree-cycling-available-in-westmoreland-
county/article 4d9e54e8-b419-586d-b510-f601dbbd1e36.html 



 
Daily American: Where to dispose of your live Christmas tree in Somerset 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/12/27/somerset-lake-recycle-used-christmas-trees-
fish-habitat/8974391002/ 
 
Water 
 
Shore News Network: Clean Water Act Settlement Resolves Sewer Overflow Violations In Bucks County 
https://www.shorenewsnetwork.com/2021/12/22/clean-water-act-settlement-resolves-sewer-
overflow-violations-in-bucks-county/ 
 
Patch, Doylestown: $450K Settlement Reached In Bucks Co. Sewage Overflow Lawsuit 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/doylestown/450k-settlement-reached-bucks-co-sewage-overflow-
lawsuit 
 
Epoch Times: Bucks County Pennsylvania Water and Sewer Authority Fined 
https://www.theepochtimes.com/bucks-county-pennsylvania-water-and-sewer-authority-
fined 4173425.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Bucks sewer authority agrees to pay $450,000 penalty over raw sewage overflows 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/pennsylvania-dep-bucks-county-sewer-overflows-
20211223.html 
 
Levittown Now: Local Water & Sewer Authority Reaches Settlement Over Clean Water Act Violations 
https://levittownnow.com/2021/12/25/local-water-sewer-authority-reaches-settlement-over-clean-
water-act-violations/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Christmas trees accepted at Woodcock Creek Lake 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/christmas-trees-accepted-at-woodcock-creek-
lake/article 23c9796e-667c-11ec-b7a0-d3be47238b9d.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Packer Creates Conservation Area During Building Project 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/news/main edition/packer-creates-conservation-area-during-
building-project/article 17671f4c-6419-11ec-92f2-eb487d23a668.html 
 
KDKA: Crews Respond To Water Main Break In Bridgeville 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/12/27/crews-responding-to-water-main-break-in-bridgeville/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WHYY: ‘It is not too late’: Pa. residents affected by Hurricane Ida can still receive FEMA aid 
https://whyy.org/articles/it-is-not-too-late-pa-residents-affected-by-hurricane-ida-can-still-receive-
fema-aid/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: This week's good things: Environmental stewards, heartwarming letters and a 
boxing champion 



https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/this-weeks-good-things-environmental-stewards-
heartwarming-letters-and-a-boxing-champion-editorial/article 7670e70e-6444-11ec-977f-
07d16c2e6e90.html 
 
KDKA: New $2.4 Million Permeable Parking Lot Opens In South Park 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/12/26/south-park-parking-lot/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Research in the Region | 'Such a different rock': Johnstown region's limestone outcrops 
offer UPJ geologist a look back in time 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/research-in-the-region-such-a-different-rock-johnstown-regions-
limestone-outcrops-offer-upj-geologist/article 1256466c-641f-11ec-8284-e70160576801.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Road renovations and new airport terminal to enter early phases in 2022 and 
2023 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2021/12/27/beaver-countys-transportation-projects-begin-
within-two-years/8924545002/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Members of Gainey transition committees eager to begin work 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2021/12/26/Members-of-Gainey-transition-committees-
eager-to-begin-work/stories/202112260052  
 
PublicSource: PublicSource’s 2021 highlights: Pittsburgh stories to revisit before the new year 
https://www.publicsource.org/2021-publicsource-journalism-year-in-review/ 


