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Top DEP Stories 
 
WESA: Pennsylvania's Air Was A Little Fresher In 2018, State Data Shows 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pennsylvanias-air-was-little-fresher-2018-state-data-shows 
 
Good River/Allegheny Front: Ever hear of a nurdle? This new form of pollution could be coming to the 
Ohio River 
https://www.ohiowatershed.org/nurdle-new-form-pollution-coming-to-ohio-river.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Times Observer: More talks regarding station discharge permit 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/12/more-talks-regarding-station-discharge-
permit/ 
 
Scranton Times: Jefferson Twp. father and son given probation in illegal sewage dumping case 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/jefferson-twp-father-and-son-given-probation-in-illegal-
sewage-dumping-case-1.2570311 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Meshoppen Council Adopts 2020 Budgets 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/meshoppen-council-adopts-2020-budgets/ 
 
Air 
 
Air quality issues could have U.S. Steel paying $2 million to Clairton residents 
https://www.wpxi.com/video/?id=4805254  
 
Post-Gazette: Why a GDP adjustment for damage to our air makes good sense 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2019/12/11/Research-study-recommends-GDP-
adjustment-for-pollution-damage/stories/201912050128 
 
Mon Valley Independent: U.S. Steel agrees to $2M settlement 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2019/12/u-s-steel-agrees-to-2m-settlement/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Settlement over bad air in Clairton calls for U.S. Steel to cough up $2 million 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/settlement-over-bad-air-in-clairton-calls-for-u-s-steel-to-
cough-up-2-million/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Daily American: Climate change 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/opinion/letters to the editor/climate-change/article f01c3622-
3316-5734-839f-a56958961b81.html  
 
Next Pittsburgh: How 3 Pittsburgh architects are fighting climate change right now 



https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/features/how-3-pittsburgh-architects-are-fighting-climate-change-
right-now/ 
 
Post-Gazette: The Arctic report card shows the effects of climate change ‘are getting worse’ 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/12/11/Arctic-report-card-climate-change-sea-
ice/stories/201912100189 
 
Tribune-Review: Ohio River, Buffalo Creek among nominees for Pennsylvania’s River of the Year 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/ohio-river-buffalo-creek-among-nominees-for-
pennsylvanias-river-of-the-year/ 
 
Thomson Reuters Foundation: Young U.S. Republicans defy party to fight climate change 
http://news.trust.org/item/20191211230717-qvt64/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
WICU-TV: Renovated Asbury Woods Boardwalk Now Open to Public 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41438952/renovated-asbury-woods-boardwalk-now-open-to-
public 
 
Reading Eagle: Public meeting about state parks set for tonight at French Creek 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/public-meeting-about-state-parks-set-for-tonight-at-
french-creek 
 
Altoona Mirror: CBRC plan considers network of trails 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/12/cbrc-plan-considers-network-of-trails/ 
 
Good River: On the most populated Ohio River island, this beekeeper found a way to better himself and 
his community 
https://www.ohiowatershed.org/ohio-river-beekeeper-video.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Owl culling prompts questions about conservation ethics 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2019/12/12/Barred-spotted-owls-cull-U-S-Geological-
Survey-Fish-Wildlife-Service/stories/201912120024 
 
Post-Gazette: Record black bear harvest is a conservation success story 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2019/12/12/hunting-black-bears-Pennsylvania-Game-
Commission/stories/201912120016  
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh council can nix park tax, but members expect it to pass 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-council-can-nix-park-tax-but-members-
expect-it-to-pass/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Ohio River, Buffalo Creek among nominees for Pennsylvania’s River of the Year 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/ohio-river-buffalo-creek-among-nominees-for-
pennsylvanias-river-of-the-year/ 
 
Tribune-Reviews: Outrage grows over Pennsylvania deer-torture video as investigation continues 



https://triblive.com/local/regional/outrage-grows-over-pennsylvania-deer-torture-video-as-
investigation-continues/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Mini-grants, Iroquois Trail top County meeting 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/mini-grants-iroquois-trail-top-county-meeting/ 
 
Energy 
 
exploreVenango: Explosion at Substation Causes Power Outage in Franklin, Sugarcreek Area 
http://explorevenango.com/breaking-news-explosion-at-substation-causes-power-outage-in-franklin-
sugarcreek-area/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: CPV Fairview Energy gas plant goes online ahead of early projections  
https://www.tribdem.com/news/cpv-fairview-energy-gas-plant-goes-online-ahead-of-
early/article 00bd0e38-1c71-11ea-a7fb-b30f80569708.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Rural Energy for America Program grant will help install renewable energy sources 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/business/local/rural-energy-for-america-program-grant-will-help-
install-renewable/article c0f9d76c-1bcc-11ea-b5dd-039bb093538f.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: One of region's largest banks commits to putting headquarters at former 
Civic Arena site 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/12/12/one-of-regions-largest-banks-commits-to-
putting.html 
 
Mining 
 
Ohio University: Acid mine drainage cleanup plant moves closer to full scale thanks to $3.5M award 
https://www.ohio.edu/engineering/news/news-story.cfm?newsItem=A057F437-5056-A874-
1DB9AE4077C19AFE  
 
Tribune-Review: Report: U.S. coal mining industry continues to lose jobs 
https://triblive.com/news/world/report-u-s-coal-mining-industry-continues-to-lose-jobs/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WESA: CMU Study Shows Natural Gas In The Region Has Brought Economic Benefits, But Also Premature 
Deaths 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/cmu-study-shows-natural-gas-region-has-brought-economic-benefits-also-
premature-deaths  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Another driller plans to sell assets in Marcellus, Utica 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/12/11/another-driller-plans-to-sell-assets-in-
marcellus.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Why Chevron's heading for the exit in Appalachia 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/12/11/why-chevrons-heading-for-the-exit-in-
appalachia.html 
  
Pittsburgh Business Times: Natural gas boom fizzles as a U.S. glut sinks profits 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/12/12/natural-gas-boom-fizzles-as-a-u-s-glut-
sinks.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Chevron plans to leave Appalachia, following the footsteps of other giants 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2019/12/11/Chevron-to-leave-Appalachia-
marcellus-shale-oil-and-gas-fracking/stories/201912110131 
 
Post-Gazette: Money wins 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/12/12/Money-wins/stories/201912120057  
 
Tribune-Review: Chevron hints at selling or reducing natural gas production in Appalachia 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/chevron-hints-at-selling-or-reducing-natural-gas-production-in-
appalachia/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Permit received to ship LNG by rail; New Fortress Energy can move product 
to Gibbstown, NJ, port 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/permit-received-to-ship-lng-by-rail/ 
 
PFAS 
 
New York Times: House Passes $738 Billion Military Bill With Space Force and Parental Leave 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/us/politics/house-ndaa-space-force-leave.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
exploreClarion: When Lyme Disease Comes Calling 
http://www.exploreclarion.com/2019/12/12/when-lyme-disease-comes-calling/#more-334697 
 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: Harrison police holding drug take back Thursday 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/harrison-police-holding-drug-take-back-thursday/ 
 
Water 
 
Times Observer: USACE issues river level warnings 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/12/usace-issues-river-level-warnings/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Arnold adopts budget with no tax increase, seeks funding for sewer projects 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/arnold-adopts-budget-with-no-tax-increase-seeks-
funding-for-sewer-projects/  
 
Tribune-Review: Bridgeville increases spending, keeps current tax rates 
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/bridgeville-increases-spending-keeps-current-tax-rates/ 



 
Scranton Times: Changing flood maps could require hundreds of Lackawanna County property owners to 
buy insurance 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/changing-flood-maps-could-require-hundreds-of-lackawanna-
county-property-owners-to-buy-insurance-1.2569596 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Fatbergs, globs of solid waste, threaten sewers this season | Opinion 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/fatberg-removal-costs-cause-garbage-grease-
20191212.html 
 
Climate Change: Protesters: PECO severely lacking in response to climate change 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20191211/protesters-peco-severely-lacking-in-
response-to-climate-change 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Valley Township supervisors hear about hydrology study for new development 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/news/valley-township-supervisors-must-obtain-
warrants-to-enter-inspect-hotels/article 32219a56-c123-5d0e-896c-2d51d4399121.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Chick-fil-A plan denied in Camp Hill; developer vows appeal 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/12/chick-fil-a-plan-denied-in-camp-hill-developer-vows-
appeal.html 
 
ABC27: Camp Hill denies Chick-Fil-A plans, developers threaten litigation 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/carlisle-west-shore/camp-hill-borough-denies-chick-fil-a-plans/ 
 
CBS21: Camp Hill Votes No to Chick-Fil-A Land Development Plan 
https://local21news.com/news/local/camp-hill-votes-no-to-chick-fil-a-land-development-plan-12-12-
2019 
 
KDKA: More Than 50 Inches Of Rain Have Fallen In Pittsburgh For Second Consecutive Year 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/pittsburgh-has-more-than-50-inches-of-rain-in-2019  
 
Tribune-Review: Hulton Road in Penn Hills to remained closed into January 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hulton-road-in-penn-hills-to-remained-closed-into-
january/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Controversial shooting range on hold 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/controversial-shooting-range-on-hold/ 


