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Top DEP Stories 
 
Observer-Reporter: CNX, pipeline firm are fined for shale violations  
https://observer-reporter.com/business/cnx-pipeline-firm-are-fined-for-shale-
violations/article 6c1baeb6-e3b1-11ea-829d-9f7940051818.html 
 
LehighValley Live: Fire crews work through night putting out stubborn fire at Talen Martins Creek plant 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2020/08/fire-crews-work-through-night-putting-out-stubborn-
fire-at-talen-martins-creek-plant.html 
 
Morning Call: Industrial fire breaks out at Talen Energy power plant along Delaware River 
https://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-nws--20200824-q5qhcsfiobavrixgylxqjq3zjq-story.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Sixteen Pa. counties put under drought watch, asked to reduce water use 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/08/21/Sixteen-counties-under-drought-
watch/stories/202008210132 
 
KDKA Radio: Western PA Counties Under Drought Watch 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/western-pa-counties-under-drought-watch 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Weather: 16 Pennsylvania Counties Under Drought Watch; Residents Asked To Reduce 
Water Use 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/21/pennsylvania-drought-watch-water-use/ 
 
WJAC: 16 Pennsylvania counties placed under drought watch, DEP says 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/16-pennsylvania-counties-placed-under-drought-watch-dep-says 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Drought watch declared in county 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/drought-watch-declared-in-
county/article baacb9b4-0d2b-5c90-a8a9-5c59b79a2cbe.html 
 
WITF: 16 counties in the state now under a drought watch 
https://www.witf.org/2020/08/22/16-counties-in-the-state-now-under-a-drought-watch/ 
 
Pennlive: Drought watch declared for 16 Pennsylvania counties 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/08/drought-watch-declared-for-16-pennsylvania-counties.html 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford water supply in good condition 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/disney-bradford-water-supply-in-good-
condition/article 5b58e41e-bbbb-50f6-bd7c-1c28c4d0dce5.html 
 
Bradford Era: DEP declares drought watch for 16 counties 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/dep-declares-drought-watch-for-16-
counties/article 538bca47-c17c-5066-9dd9-62098275dc97.html 
 
Butler Eagle: County under drought watch 



http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20200822/NEWS01/708229943/-1/news01 
 
WJET: 16 Pennsylvania counties under a drought watch 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/16-pennsylvania-counties-under-a-drought-watch/ 
 
Kane Republican: DEP declares drought watch for 16 counties (pg 4) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-08-22-2020.pdf 
 
Lock Haven Express: DEP: Clinton among 16 counties in drought watch 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2020/08/dep-clinton-among-16-counties-in-
drought-watch/ 
 
WTAJ: The Department of Environmental Protection declares drought watch for 16 counties 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/weather/weather-headlines/the-department-of-environmental-
protection-declares-drought-watch-for-16-counties/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: DEP declares drought watch for 16 counties including Clinton 
https://www.sungazette.com/uncategorized/2020/08/dep-declares-drought-watch-for-16-counties-
including-clinton/ 
 
Gant News: DEP declares drought watch for 16 counties 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/08/22/dep-declares-drought-watch-for-16-counties/ 
 
Businesswire: Pennsylvania American Water Urges Customers Under Drought Watch to Use Water 
Wisely 
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200824005348/en/Pennsylvania-American-Water-
Urges-Customers-Drought-Watch 
 
News Break: Pennsylvania American Water Urges Customers Under Drought Watch to Use Water Wisely 
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2046614905731/pennsylvania-american-water-urges-customers-
under-drought-watch-to-use-water-wisely 
 
Mentions 
 
Butler Eagle: County awarded over $1M in grants for water projects 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20200822/NEWS01/708229973/-1/news01 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Officials: Keep non-flushables out of sewer system 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/officials-keep-non-flushables-out-of-sewer-
system/article a893ff41-2151-55c9-adfd-9c6225cc734a.html 
 
Central Pennsylvania Business Journal: Time for PA to keep promise to Chesapeake Bay (Op-Ed) 
https://www.cpbj.com/time-pa-keep-promise-chesapeake-bay/ 
 
Air 
 
Tribune-Review: Indoor air purification systems play supporting role in covid-19 prevention measures  



https://triblive.com/news/health-now/indoor-air-purification-systems-play-supporting-role-in-covid-19-
prevention-measures/  
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Post-Gazette: Fish Commission lands one 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/08/22/Fish-Commission-lands-
one/stories/202008140028  
 
Post-Gazette: Control deer, ticks 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/08/23/Control-deer-ticks/stories/202008230077 
 
Post-Gazette: A conservation success story, Pennsylvania elk are now threatened by wasting disease 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/08/22/elk-PA-conservation-hunting-ecotourism-
chronic-wasting-disease-CWD/stories/202008130003 
 
Post-Gazette: Despite an approved referendum, City Council members are wary about tax hike for parks 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/08/24/Pittsburgh-City-Council-referendum-parks-tax-
half-mill-raise-City-Council-pandemic/stories/202008210023 
 
The Almanac: Be Local: Get outside with region's many attractions 
https://thealmanac.net/belocal/be-local-get-outside-with-regions-many-attractions/article 958d3ec2-
36e1-578f-9def-d922345d45a8.html 
 
KDKA: Storm Downs Trees At Cedar Creek Park In Rostraver 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/23/storm-downs-trees-at-cedar-creek-park-in-rostraver/ 
 
KDKA: Highline To Open With New Elevated Green Space In Pittsburgh’s South Side 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/24/pittsburgh-south-side-highline/  
 
Reading Eagle: Youth volunteers build wetlands boardwalk at environmental learning center in Robeson 
Township 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/youth-volunteers-build-wetlands-boardwalk-at-
environmental-learning-center-in-robeson-township/article ada948e2-e254-11ea-b30a-
8bb1df57e557.html 
 
Kane Republican: Local Scouts Work on Muddy Dam Project at Twin Lakes (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-08-24-2020.pdf 
 
Gant News: New elk viewing guide now available 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/08/21/new-elk-viewing-guide-now-available/ 
 
Drought 
 
Bradford Era: Harvesting and feeding of forages under stress 
www.bradfordera.com/bradford/harvesting-and-feeding-of-forages-under-stress/article 09bb73a2-
dd54-5672-a9fc-755fb9f99a71.html 
 



WJET-TV: Latest Drought Monitor: Some subtle changes 
https://www.yourerie.com/wx/weather-headlines/latest-drought-monitor-some-subtle-changes/ 
 
Gant News: Moderate drought conditions in Jefferson County; no burn advisory in place 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/08/22/moderate-drought-conditions-in-jefferson-county-no-burn-advisory-
in-place/ 
 
Energy 
 
Tribune-Review: Sen. Gene Yaw: Is ‘green’ energy really ‘clean’ energy?  
https://triblive.com/opinion/sen-gene-yaw-is-green-energy-really-clean-energy/  
 
Observer-Reporter: FirstEnergy urges delinquent customers to consider bill repayment options 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/firstenergy-urges-delinquent-customers-to-consider-
bill-repayment-options/article 7e31b4c2-2c30-5ecc-8eb3-d2df782c79c9.html  
 
Allegheny Front: Report: Clean Energy Jobs Among Fastest-Growing in State 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/report-clean-energy-jobs-among-fastest-growing-in-state/ 
 
Pennlive: Protecting the nation’s electric power supply should be a bipartisan effort 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/08/protecting-the-nations-electric-power-supply-should-be-a-
bipartisan-effort-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Is green energy really clean energy?  (Op-Ed) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/is-green-energy-really-clean-energy/article ee9a8206-1c6c-56c2-
8c90-17a4da279f45.html 
 
Gant News: Legislation introduced that would provide $100 million for utility assistance 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/08/21/legislation-introduced-that-would-provide-100-million-for-utility-
assistance/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WHYY: DEP fines Sunoco again for drilling mud spills, but Mariner East pipeline opponents say penalties 
aren’t fixing the problem 
https://whyy.org/articles/dep-fines-sunoco-again-for-drilling-mud-spills-but-mariner-east-pipeline-
opponents-say-penalties-arent-fixing-the-problem/ 
 
Post-Gazette: New fracking 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/08/24/New-fracking/stories/202008230163  
 
Allegheny Front: What Interior Department’s Victories and Defeats Mean for the Oil Industry 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/interior-departments-victories-and-defeats-for-the-oil-industry/  
 
Vector Management 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Destructive lanternflies abundant this year in Lancaster County, active through 
October 



https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/destructive-lanternflies-abundant-this-year-in-lancaster-
county-active-through-october/article 82ac5b18-e3dd-11ea-ae7c-d3906b69f5b5.html 
 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland Cleanways rejoins area sites offering electronics recycling 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-cleanways-rejoins-area-sites-offering-
electronics-recycling/  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Fire at Westmoreland Landfill 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/08/fire-at-westmoreland-landfill/  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier Township to hold Dumpster Days weekends in September 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ligonier-township-to-hold-dumpster-days-weekends-
in-september/article 7c65fe5a-b0ad-5e15-b25d-7fdcdb4ddad6.html 
 
KDKA: Pa. Resource Council Hosting Electronics Recycling Event In Monroeville 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/23/prc-electronics-recycling-event/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Wilkes-Barre adds drop-off options for yard waste, tires, electronics, more  
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wilkes-barre-adds-drop-off-options-for-yard-waste-tires-
electronics-more/article df48cab7-9404-570b-bcd4-
c4a3311053d7.html?fbclid=IwAR002OUw66WYg7QHT9WRuRyAmziwM2lQ4aqRM6Fbyv34FQ2dzdb7KtE
IH4g 
 
CBS21: PUSH community cleanup in Harrisburg 
https://local21news.com/news/local/push-community-cleanup-in-harrisburg 
 
Water 
 
My ChesCo: Otten Announces $1.3 Million in Water and Sewer Grants for Three Communities 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/otten-announces-1-3-million-in-water-and-sewer-grants-for-three-
communities/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Tests detect legionella at 4 Fox Chapel Area schools  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2020/08/22/water-testing-legionella-Fox-Chapel-Area-
schools-reopening/stories/202008220051  
  
Post-Gazette: Repairs, closures continue on parts of Penn Ave in East Liberty through Friday  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/08/23/Pittsburgh-Sewer-and-Water-
Authority-Penn-Ave-East-Liberty/stories/202008230152  
 
Tribune-Review: State declares drought watch for Armstrong and Butler counties, asks for 5% cut in 
water usage 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/state-declares-drought-watch-for-armstrong-and-butler-counties-
asks-for-5-cut-in-water-usage/  
 
Tribune-Review: Aspinwall seeking $500K from Alcosan for sewage system improvements 



https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/aspinwall-seeking-500k-from-alcosan-for-sewage-
system-improvements/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Grant funding announced for local sewer, water and stormwater system projects 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/grant-funding-announced-for-local-sewer-water-
and-stormwater-system-projects/article 8db175e2-e154-11ea-ba46-c7f7c92a80ba.html 
 
KDKA: Hand-Washing Stations To Be Placed Around Pittsburgh In Early September 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/22/hand-washing-stations-to-be-placed-around-pittsburgh-in-
early-september/  
  
KDKA: Elevated Levels Of Legionella Found In Water System At 4 Schools In Fox Chapel Area District 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/22/elevated-levels-of-legionella-found-in-water-system-at-4-
schools-in-fox-chapel-area-district/  
 
KDKA: Flood Advisory Issued For Parts Of Allegheny County 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/22/flood-advisory-issued-for-parts-of-allegheny-county/ 
 
KDKA: Wabash Tunnel Closed Indefinitely Due To Water Main Leak 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/08/23/wabash-tunnel-closed-water-main-leak/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Flood advisory issued for parts of Berks County 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/flood-advisory-issued-for-parts-of-berks-
county/article 5d1ee7d0-e58b-11ea-aa23-bfc4f7184882.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Altoona Water Authority considers law firms offer for insurance funds  
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/08/altoona-water-authority-considers-law-
firms-offer-for-insurance-funds/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Water authority loses out on grant for wells 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/water-authority-loses-out-on-grant-for-
wells/article e525ed0e-e400-11ea-8e7c-9bb5329ee7db.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Two Connoquenessing Creek cleanups scheduled 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20200822/NEWS01/708229981/-1/news01 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Tribune-Review: Chatham University praised in report for sustainability efforts  
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/chatham-university-praised-in-report-for-sustainability-
efforts/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Nature Groups Address Environmental Justice in Pennsylvania 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/nature-groups-address-environmental-justice-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Some Environmental Science Research on Hold in Face of COVID-19  



https://www.alleghenyfront.org/penn-state-environmental-science-research-on-hold-in-face-of-covid-
19/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Small wooded lot showed how little is needed to support a rich ecosystem  
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/small-wooded-lot-showed-how-little-is-needed-to-support-a-rich-
ecosystem-column/article 152e7e56-e557-11ea-b7a3-4ff8b3fdedf8.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Wyomissing Pond Cleanup and Adding Native Plants 
https://www.readingeagle.com/photo-gallery-wyomissing-pond-cleanup-and-adding-native-
plants/collection b6c84fb0-e239-11ea-aa56-6fd8786a523e.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Jackson OKs Trails at Harmony Junction 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200824/NEWS01/708249939 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Thousands allowed to bypass environmental rules in pandemic (AP) 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/national/thousands-allowed-to-bypass-environmental-rules-
in-pandemic/article 57dc090d-2a42-56a1-8989-07c3567320d0.html  


