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Top DEP Stories 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Wolf Administration’s “Innovations Challenge” invites students to develop 
technologies, solutions to combat roadway litter 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/education/wolf-administration-s-innovations-challenge-invites-
students-to-develop-technologies/article 4cc2ad1c-c503-11e9-9723-47912d1e92c9.html 
 
Erie Times: Erie Coke: No settlement, but a hint at a resolution 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190823/erie-coke-no-settlement-but-hint-at-resolution 
 
WICU-TV: No Settlement Reached in Erie Coke Case After 5 Hours of Talks 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/40957785/no-settlement-reached-in-erie-coke-case-after-5-
hours-of-talks 
 
Beaver County Times: DEP: Beaver County Conservation District acted without “sound judgement” in 
permits 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190822/dep-beaver-county-conservation-district-acted-without-
sound-judgement-in-permits 
 
Beaver County Times: Conservation District to hold first public meeting since DEP revocation 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190825/conservation-district-to-hold-first-public-meeting-since-
dep-revocation 
 
Mentions 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Pennsylvania lawmakers, Gov. Wolf grapple with how to ensure pipeline safety 
without damaging key industry 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/state/pennsylvania-lawmakers-gov-wolf-grapple-with-how-
to-ensure-pipeline/article ae16f50e-1c7a-523b-9e4b-b1ab50142c58.html#tncms-source=block-
behavioral  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Councilman: “Dangers gone” at former silk mill 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/councilman-dangers-gone-at-former-silk-
mill/article b32bee26-ad10-5ef0-a09b-891d67d1a445.html 
 
Endeavor News: Galeton seeks sewer plant funds 
https://www.endeavornews.com/articles/galeton-seeks-sewer-plant-funds/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: State grants (LTE) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/08/state-grants/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Kudos to Streets and Parks Department (LTE) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/08/kudos-to-streets-and-parks-department/ 
 
Air 
 



Lock Haven Express: Man admits role in altering emission control devices 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2019/08/man-admits-role-in-altering-emission-control-
devices/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Altoona Mirror: Climate activists pressure Dems 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/climate-activists-pressure-dems/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump misses G-7 climate meeting 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/nation-world/trump-g-7-climate-change-group-of-seven-summit-
20190826.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Some of the best moments of summers are free, like tubing the Conestoga River 
with family  
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/some-of-the-best-moments-of-summers-are-free-
like/article 3b355fa6-c736-11e9-a529-3f4a80630c4e.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Montour Preserve is in peril; donations needed, meeting set 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/082419/page/1/story/montour-preserve-is-in-peril 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Game Commission and Penn Vet partner to protect wildlife 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/game-commission-and-penn-vet-partner-to-protect-
wildlife/article e5f59734-c5ac-11e9-a889-b7c7f59af84c.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Blacklick Township farmers preserve nearly 100 acres of agricultural land 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/blacklick-township-farmers-preserve-nearly-acres-of-
agricultural-land/article 8d9b3b2c-9e7d-5692-aa9c-1bc59a67c096.html 
 
Sharon Herald: A man of the earth - and waterways: Jim Mondok has spent his life helping the 
environment 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/a-man-of-the-earth---and-waterways-jim/article 449e8f5c-c6ed-
11e9-a689-376cbea401af.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Letter: Funding in jeopardy for land, water conservation 
https://www.timesonline.com/opinion/20190822/letter-funding-in-jeopardy-for-land-water-
conservation 
 
Allegheny Front: You’ve Heard of the Walking Dead. Now Meet the Flying Dead. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/youve-heard-of-the-walking-dead-now-meet-the-flying-dead/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Youth Conservation Corps improves Beam Rocks trail 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/youth-conservation-corps-improves-beam-rocks-
trail/article dcfa6b25-e0a8-5b51-a35d-e1e9c0585c42.html 
 
NPR: Our Better Nature: How The Great Outdoors Can Improve Your Life 



https://www.npr.org/2018/09/10/646413667/our-better-nature-how-the-great-outdoors-can-improve-
your-life 
 
Post-Gazette: Shaking the pagoda tree: City should take responsibility for its parks, trees 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/08/26/Pittsburgh-parks-trees-tax-
responsibility/stories/201908130038 
 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: Pa. green energy firm founder gets 22 years in fraud cases, must pay $54M in restitution 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/08/green-energy-firm-founder-gets-22-years-in-fraud-cases-
ordered-to-pay-54m-in-restitution.html 
 
WITF: Pa. green energy firm founder gets 22 years in fraud cases 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/green-energy-firm-founder-gets-22-years-in-fraud-cases.php 
 
WITF: Pa. high school students build sustainable energy center 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/pa-high-school-students-build-sustainable-energy-center.php 
 
Pennlive: Some questions need to be answered regarding the proposed high-voltage transmission line 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/08/some-questions-need-to-be-answered-regarding-the-
proposed-high-voltage-transmission-line-pennlive-letters.html 
 
State Impact: Renewable energy producer S.G. Preston interested in buying PES refinery 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2019/08/23/renewable-energy-producer-s-g-preston-
interested-in-buying-pes-refinery/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: EPA rule may wreck engines this summer (Op-Ed) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/other-commentaries/2019/08/epa-rule-may-wreck-engines-this-
summer/ 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Council asked to consider renewables 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article 73dea920-c7e0-11e9-880a-43c6aeeee798.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Guest Opinion: FirstEnergy Solutions has made fair offer to union workforce 
https://www.timesonline.com/opinion/20190825/guest-opinion-firstenergy-solutions-has-made-fair-
offer-to-union-workforce  
 
Allegheny Front: The Nuclear Dilemma 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/the-nuclear-dilemma/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Green energy firm founder gets 22 years in fraud cases 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/green-energy-firm-founder-gets-22-years-in-fraud-cases/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Altoona Mirror: Blair approves creation of land bank 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/blair-approves-creation-of-land-bank/ 



 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Borough sets rules for vacant properties 
https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20190823/borough-sets-rules-for-vacant-properties 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Group discusses land development 
http://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2019/08/group-discusses-land-development/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Central eyes Superfund land; former Safety Light cleanup still underway 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/082519/page/1/story/central-eyes-superfund-land 
 
Mining 
 
Allegheny Front: Power Plant: How A Grass Might Generate Fuel And Help Fix Damaged Mine Lands 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/power-plant/ 
 
Ohio Valley Resource: Mines That Change Owners Have Worse Safety Record, Audit Finds 
https://ohiovalleyresource.org/2019/08/22/mines-that-change-owners-have-worse-safety-record-audit-
finds/ 
 
NPR: Robots Compete In Disaster Test 
https://www.wuwm.com/post/robots-compete-disaster-test#stream/0 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: EPA to hold hearing on injection well in Brady Township 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/epa-to-hold-hearing-on-injection-well-in-brady-
township/article 314a11d9-b2b3-57f6-81b9-e8d4d45fed2c.html 
 
Titusville Herald: Drake Well celebrates 160 years since Drake struck oil (pg 1) 
http://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page b828c970-c135-5e43-9cb4-9e751c458feb.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Layoffs at Southpointe-based natural gas company 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/08/20/layoffs-at-southpointe-based-natural-gas-
company.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: 20 more employees cut from local natural gas producer 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/08/23/20-more-employees-cut-from-local-natural-
gas.html 
 
Tribune-Review: 4 more gas wells planned for Midas well pad in Plum 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/4-more-gas-wells-planned-for-plums-midas-well-pad/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Spill from Elizabeth Township fracking site under investigation 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/elizabeth-township-spill-from-fracking-site-under-
investigation/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell Pipeline completes big segment of Falcon Pipeline 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/08/23/shell-pipeline-completes-big-segment-of-
falcon.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: David Spigelmyer's Viewpoint: Stick with an energy solution that's already 
working 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/08/23/david-spigelmyers-viewpoint-stick-with-an-
energy.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: See which counties produced the most natural gas in 2018 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/08/22/see-which-counties-produced-the-most-
natural-gas.html 
 
PFAS 
 
State Impact: Wolf allocates $3.8M to Bucks, Montgomery county towns for PFAS treatment, eliminating 
surcharges on water bills 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2019/08/24/wolf-allocates-3-8m-to-bucks-montgomery-
county-towns-for-pfas-treatment-eliminating-surcharges-on-water-bills/ 
 
Environmental Health News: Attention Pittsburgh — Let's talk PFAS 
https://www.ehn.org/attention-pittsburgh-lets-talk-pfas-2639839419.html 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
WPXI: Pennsylvania schools are not required to test for radon 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/back-to-school/pennsylvania-schools-are-not-required-to-test-for-
radon/977175147 
 
Tribune-Review: Report: Trump suggests nuking hurricanes before they reach America’s shores 
https://triblive.com/news/politics-election/report-trump-suggests-nuking-hurricanes-before-they-
reach-americas-shores/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Reading Eagle: Is the best defense against spotted lanternflies hiding in plain sight? 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/best-defense-against-lanternfly-hiding-in-plain-sight 
 
Times News: Bad bug! Spotted lanternflies spread to 14 counties  
https://www.tnonline.com/bad-bugspotted-lanternflies-spread-14-counties 
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County must rise to the challenge of recycling properly 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/lancaster-county-must-rise-to-the-challenge-of-
recycling-properly/article 885dd242-c527-11e9-a955-6b1b28b89c19.html 
 
Times News: Polk Township receives grant for recycling center  
https://www.tnonline.com/polk-township-receives-grant-recycling-center 



 
Water 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: DEP serves Carlisle Borough notice of violation in LeTort Spring Run fish kill 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/carlisle/dep-serves-carlisle-borough-notice-of-
violation-in-letort-spring/article b037ca2b-c0b7-5e4c-91a9-5ac5d05d2601.html 
 
ABC27: Contractor caused fish kill in Letort Spring Run, DEP says 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/carlisle-west-shore/contractor-caused-fish-kill-in-letort-spring-run-
dep-says/ 
 
FOX43: State DEP: July 31 fish kill at U.S. Army Barracks was caused by contractor working for Carlisle 
Borough 
https://fox43.com/2019/08/23/state-dep-july-31-fish-kill-at-u-s-army-barracks-was-caused-by-
contractor-working-for-carlisle-borough/ 
 
Pennlive: I applaud Capital Region Water 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/08/i-applaud-capital-region-water-pennlive-letter.html 
 
Lancaster Nespapers: How clean is Lancaster’s water? 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/letters to editor/how-clean-is-lancaster-s-water-
letter/article ac844c26-c5e7-11e9-811c-13623c6d3ffc.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Don’t overreact to fluoride study 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/letter-dont-overreact-to-fluoride-study 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Flash flooding damage remains a year after devastation 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/capital region/flash-flooding-damage-remains-a-year-after-
devastation/article 7639d98b-a74c-5fce-97a8-524d5b288d0d.html#tracking-source=home-the-latest 
 
Altoona Mirror: AWA repairs sewer pipe 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/awa-repairs-sewer-pipe/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Hearing to detail runoff fee plan 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/hearing-to-detail-runoff-fee-plan/ 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Lead testing results raise questions in CB schools, other districts 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190825/lead-testing-results-raise-questions-in-cb-schools-other-
districts 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: What’s next for Warminster water sale? 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190825/whats-next-for-warminster-water-sale 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Bolts, water valves being replaced in Sandy Twp. 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/bolts-water-valves-being-replaced-in-sandy-
twp/article e5950343-0da6-5bd1-af5f-dc4b1ba92bd5.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Lake Wilhelm lowered for inspection 



https://www.sharonherald.com/news/local news/lake-wilhelm-lowered-for-
inspection/article 28180fca-0b82-5faf-9101-f1046890c90f.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Dumpsters, lawn mower found in Conno 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20190826/NEWS01/708269883 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: North Chestnut St. water line work to continue as classes begin at DASD 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/north-chestnut-st-water-line-work-to-continue-as-
classes/article b93e7b4f-993c-52db-81fb-83f79c8a8e0e.html 
 
KDKA: 3 Recent Water Main Breaks Impact Pittsburgh Residents 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/08/24/3-water-main-breaks-have-impacted-pittsburgh/  
 
WESA: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M To Treat Chemicals In Drinking Water 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pennsylvania-oks-38m-treat-chemicals-drinking-water 
 
Tribune-Review: Grant to help with Aspinwall sewer line project 
https://triblive.com/local/fox-chapel/grant-to-help-with-aspinwall-sewer-line-project/ 
 
Tribune-Review: 1 lane of Downtown’s Fort Pitt Boulevard reopens 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/1-lane-of-fort-pitt-boulevard-in-downtown-pittsburgh-
reopens/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Brian O'Neill: The curious case of the clicking water meter 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/brian-oneill/2019/08/25/Pittsburgh-Water-Sewer-Authority-
meter-clicking/stories/201908250087 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
York Dispatch: Wags and weeds: Invasive plants meet match in detection dogs 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2019/08/25/wags-weeds-invasive-plants-meet-match-
detection-dogs/40009465/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Environmental concerns are vital 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2019/08/environmental-concerns-are-
vital/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Equipment Demo Emphasizes Soil Health 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/soil/equipment-demo-emphasizes-soil-
health/article 8c472db4-c5cb-11e9-b861-ef62287db300.html 
 
Sharon Herald: A man of the earth - and waterways: Jim Mondok has spent his life helping the 
environment 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/a-man-of-the-earth---and-waterways-jim/article 449e8f5c-c6ed-
11e9-a689-376cbea401af.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Invasive plants meet match in detection dogs (A3) 
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/IndianaGazette/Default.aspx 



 
Latrobe Bulletin: Minor injuries reported after explosion at Latrobe steel plant 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/minor-injuries-reported-after-explosion-at-latrobe-
steel-plant/article 4ba27f3c-14f0-5826-a3d4-853700bda6d2.html 
 
Tribune-Review: 2 suffer minor injuries when water explodes on hot metal at Latrobe steel plant 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/officials-responding-to-latrobe-business-for-explosion-fire/ 
 


