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Top DEP Stories 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Warmer, wetter weather will bring more chicken farms to Pennsylvania, report says 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/04/21/warmer-wetter-weather-will-bring-more-
chicken-farms-to-pennsylvania/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Plum oil and gas waste well has a permit but no plans to open soon 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/04/21/Plum-oil-and-gas-waste-well-
Marcellus-Penneco-Sedat-Pennsylvania-DEP/stories/202004210129  
 
MyChesCo: PA Department of Environmental Protection Releases the 2020 Pennsylvania Climate 
Impacts Assessment Update 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pa-department-of-environmental-protection-
releases-the-2020-pennsylvania-climate-impacts-assessment-update/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Environmental progress still a concern 50 years later 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/04/environmental-progress-still-a-concern-50-
years-later/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Warmer, Wetter Weather Will Bring More Chicken Farms to Pennsylvania, Report Says 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/warmer-wetter-weather-will-bring-more-chicken-farms-to-
pennsylvania-report-says/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Corry Journal: Wastewater system failure in March prompts city to move quickly on updates 
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 2fe011ee-83e9-11ea-b6ff-3fa79aa3c38c.html 
  
Butler Eagle: Groups work to clean up watersheds (pg 1) 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200422/NEWS01/704229925&template=pri
ntart 
 
Earth Day 
 
Scranton Times: 50th Earth Day time to consider wiser course 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/50th-earth-day-time-to-consider-wiser-course-1.2620764 
 
Pennlive: 20 things you can do to celebrate Earth Day at home 
https://www.pennlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/20-things-you-can-do-to-celebrate-earth-day-at-
home.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: In celebration of Earth Day, here are 13 ways to to repurpose extra or overripe 
food 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/in-celebration-of-earth-day-here-are-13-ways-to-to-repurpose-
extra-or-overripe/article fd04fc12-8415-11ea-9bd9-0f563295c312.html 
 



York Dispatch: Renew efforts on 50th anniversary of Earth Day 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/get-
access/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yorkdispatch.com%2Fstory%2Fopinion%2Freaders%2F2020%2F
04%2F21%2Fletter-renew-efforts-50th-anniversary-earth-day%2F2995908001%2F 
 
Reading Eagle: Earth Day: Remembering the first celebration 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/earth-day-remembering-the-first-
celebration/article 04276cd0-7e64-11ea-b86f-d7922a291381.html 
 
Reading Eagle: We must still make most of Earth Day 
https://www.readingeagle.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-we-must-still-make-most-of-earth-
day/article 0f59c544-83be-11ea-91ec-773802051437.html 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Earth Day’s 50th anniversary goes digital amid coronavirus pandemic, with 
virtual protests, video teach-ins and more 
https://www.therecordherald.com/zz/news/20200422/earth-days-50th-anniversary-goes-digital-amid-
coronavirus-pandemic-with-virtual-protests-video-teach-ins-and-more 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Earth Day can be commemorated at home 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/earth-day-can-be-commemorated-at-
home/article cd0a5382-a54e-5169-9bfb-d36f897e47b3.html 
 
WFMZ: Alternative observances planned for Earth Day 2020 
https://www.wfmz.com/health/coronavirus/alternative-observances-planned-for-earth-day-
2020/article 9b97a63a-8412-11ea-80d7-fff1a29ae098.html 
 
Tribune-Review: John F. Rohe: Remembering the first Earth Day, 50 years ago 
https://triblive.com/opinion/john-f-rohe-remembering-the-first-earth-day-50-years-ago/ 
 
Daily American: Make every day Earth Day 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/opinion/editorials/make-every-day-earth-day/article d236ef88-
83fa-11ea-9829-bf6db96f9d07.html 
 
Allegheny Front: How a Rag-Tag Crew of Hippies, Housewives and Politicians Created Earth Day 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-a-rag-tag-crew-of-hippies-housewives-and-politicians-created-
earth-day/ 
 
Allegheny Front: How a Mad Men Ad Exec Helped ‘Brand’ the First Earth Day 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-a-mad-men-ad-exec-helped-brand-the-first-earth-day/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Why We Celebrate Earth Day 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/radiocom/why-we-celebrate-earth-day 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy Hosting Virtual Earth Day Celebration 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/22/pittsburgh-parks-online-earth-day/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Earth Day assessment 



https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/04/22/Earth-Day-
assessment/stories/202004210031  
 
Post-Gazette: As Earth Day turns 50, Pitt helps mine milestones of environmental action 
https://www.post-gazette.com/frontpage/2020/04/22/Earth-Day-turns-50-Pitt-Environmental-Action-
magazine/stories/202004210127 
 
The Guardian: Pandemic side-effects offer glimpse of alternative future on Earth Day 2020 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/22/environment-pandemic-side-effects-earth-
day-coronavirus 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: People around the globe celebrate 50 years of Earth Day 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/people-around-the-globe-celebrate-50-years-of-earth-
day/article e4307f64-840a-11ea-b3fd-a79f17da7794.html  
  
NorthcentralPA.com: Celebrate Earth Day from your home 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/covid-19 updates/celebrate-earth-day-from-your-
home/article 68601e5a-8309-11ea-8d52-73bd8c8a55f6.html 
  
Lock Haven Express: 2020 marks the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/04/2020-marks-the-50th-anniversary-of-earth-day-
in-the-u-s/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Remember Earth Day, 50 years later (LTE) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters to editor/remember-earth-day-50-years-
later/article 20916d7a-8cb5-5144-adc1-0b2cb2f5d998.html 
 
WHYY: Philly hosted the first Earth Week 50 years ago. Today, we’re still fighting for our green spaces. 
https://whyy.org/articles/philly-hosted-the-first-earth-week-50-years-ago-today-were-still-fighting-for-
our-green-spaces/ 
 
Air 
 
Lehigh Valley Live: Lehigh Valley gets F for smog (again) in national air quality report 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2020/04/lehigh-valley-gets-f-for-
smog-again-in-national-air-quality-report.html%3foutputType=amp 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks County air quality gets mixed grades in American Lung Association report 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/berks-county-air-quality-gets-mixed-grades-in-american-lung-
association-report/article f973f97a-83f4-11ea-bff7-a345b3f18b6c.html 
 
Lebanon Daily News: Report finds Harrisburg-Lebanon-York area to have its best air quality for second 
straight year 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/2020/04/21/american-lung-association-harrisburg-lebanon-york-
posts-its-best-air-quality/2997733001/ 
 
WITF: American Lung Association’s latest air quality report claims climate change will make it harder to 
protect health 



https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/04/21/american-lung-associations-latest-air-quality-
report-claims-climate-change-will-make-it-harder-to-protect-health/ 
 
FOX43: American Lung Association says Harrisburg-York-Lebanon metro area posts best ever air quality 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/american-lung-association-says-harrisburg-york-lebanon-
metro-area-posts-best-ever-air-quality/521-40a9f90f-0b6d-418c-983d-5de278a65e6f 
 
Observer-Reporter: Lung Association report focuses on good, bad, ugly of region's air quality 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/lung-association-report-focuses-on-good-bad-ugly-of-
regions-air-quality/article 63a34604-83e4-11ea-9a2a-db524d494f75.html  
 
Allegheny Front: American Lung Association’s Air Quality Report Claims Climate Change Will Make it 
Harder to Protect Health 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/american-lung-associations-air-quality-report-claims-climate-change-
will-make-it-harder-to-protect-health/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Exercising Outdoors? Study Finds Air Pollution Is Linked to Coronavirus 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/radiocom/exercising-outdoors-air-pollution-is-linked-to-
coronavirus 
 
KDKA Radio: Report: Pittsburgh's Air Quality Still Among Worst In Country 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/report-pittsburghs-air-quality-still-among-worst-in-country  
 
WTAE: Pittsburgh-area air quality ranked 8th worst in the country; study links poor air quality to COVID-
19 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pittsburgh-area-air-quality-ranked-8th-worst-in-the-country-study-links-
poor-air-quality-to-covid-19/32228353 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: On Earth Day, Pittsburgh's youth climate strike goes virtual  
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/on-earth-day-pittsburghs-youth-climate-strike-goes-
virtual/Content?oid=17173275 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
WICU-TV: Presque Isle State Park Reopens 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/42030977/presque-isle-state-park-reopens 
  
exploreClarion: The Spring Weather Brings Nature Walks, Outdoor Activities, and TICKS 
http://www.exploreclarion.com/2020/04/22/sponsored-the-spring-weather-brings-nature-walks-
outdoor-activities-and-ticks/ 
  
WJET-TV: Presque Isle State Park reopens after damage from high winds and flooding 
https://www.yourerie.com/health/coronavirus/presque-isle-state-park-reopens-after-damage-from-
high-winds-and-flooding/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh Council aiming to turn vacant land into urban gardens 



https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-council-aiming-to-turn-vacant-land-into-
urban-gardens/  
 
Daily American: EARTH DAY: Birds offer insight into global environmental health 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/earth-day-birds-offer-insight-into-global-
environmental-health/article c135a67a-79e1-11ea-977f-ab9d74f157b7.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Beaver cancels Arbor Day 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200421/beaver-cancels-arbor-day 
 
Beaver County Radio: Department of Agriculture Confirms Pennsylvania’s First Spotted Lanternfly Hatch, 
Encourages Residents to be Vigilant 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/department-of-agriculture-confirms-pennsylvanias-first-spotted-
lanternfly-hatch-encourages-residents-to-be-vigilant/ 
 
WPXI: Keep an eye out for spotted lanternfly eggs to help prevent them from hatching 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/allegheny-county/keep-an-eye-out-spotted-lanternfly-eggs-help-
prevent-them-hatching/LT2J5QXAUJDZHI6SQXOPLIQC3M/ 
 
KDKA: WATCH: Hays Bald Eagle Cam Catches Stand-Off Between Eagles And A Raccoon 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/22/hays-bald-eagle-stand-off/ 
 
Penn State Today: 'Earth Archives: Stories of Human Impact' online exhibition now open for viewing 
https://news.psu.edu/story/616345/2020/04/21/arts-and-entertainment/libraries-virtual-exhibition-
highlights-human-impact 
  
Penn State Today: Earth Talks virtual panel to focus climate change impacts, mitigation strategies 
https://news.psu.edu/story/616284/2020/04/20/public-events/earthtalks-panel-focus-climate-change-
impacts-mitigation 
  
Centre County Gazette: Nature’s ways: Rainbow trout Pennsylvania’s most commonly stocked species 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/columns/natures-ways-rainbow-trout-pennsylvanias-most-
commonlystocked-trout-species,1483073/ 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: New sensor to detect water in Electric Vehicle (EV) battery packs by Amphenol Advanced 
Sensors 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/new-sensor-to-detect-water-in-electric-vehicle-ev-battery-
packs-by-amphenol-advanced-sensors/article 730c9b77-cd84-5159-a64a-92250dd45b7f.html 
 
Utility Dive: Secretive group's petition to FERC could 'end net metering as we know it,' lawyers say 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/secretive-groups-petition-to-ferc-could-end-net-metering-as-we-
know-it/576400/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: Crude oil prices plummet to historic lows; local economy in danger 



http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/crude-oil-prices-plummet-to-historic-lows-local-economy-in-
danger/article 13d60640-c6d7-5715-8788-7d64bebf3475.html 
  
The Derrick: Oil collapse deepens 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/oil-collapse-deepens/article d22900f1-dff3-5836-9262-
70de4c8aec79.html 
  
Titusville Herald: Oil’s chaotic collapse deepens (pg 1) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/wednesday herald/page 0ec05694-137e-5a67-9ec4-
1632f2bacbe6.html 
  
Titusville Herald: AAAreport: State gas prices dip; oil prices plunge (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/wednesday herald/page 6f98e6ce-628e-570a-bf83-
6794d142274b.html 
  
exploreVenango: AAA: Pennsylvania Gas Prices Dip; Oil Prices Plunge 
http://explorevenango.com/new-aaa-pennsylvania-gas-prices-dip-oil-prices-plunge/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Falling oil price shows high Pennsylvania gas tax 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-falling-oil-price-shows-high-gas-tax/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Energy companies, facing mountains of debt, look to Main Street loans for help 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/04/22/natural-gas-companies-debt-loan-
program-Fed-small-businesses-rate/stories/202004230017  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: What negative US oil prices mean for the industry 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/21/what-negative-us-oil-prices-mean-for-the-
industry.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: ‘I’m just living a nightmare’: Oil industry braces for devastation 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/22/i-m-just-living-a-nightmare-oil-industry-
braces.html 
 
Herald-Standard: ‘It is a miracle that we are alive’: Waynesburg couple survives house explosion 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/it-is-a-miracle-that-we-are-alive-waynesburg-
couple-survives-house-explosion/article 24d79430-83c5-11ea-b14a-b3df24a013c6.html 
 
KDKA: KDKA Exclusive: Joe Biden Talks Pittsburgh, Fracking And President Donald Trump’s Handling Of 
Coronavirus: ‘Slow-Mo Trump’ 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/20/joe-biden-talks-fracking-coronavirus-and-president-
donald-trump/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Spouting off: How the EPA made it harder to mow my lawn (Opinion) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/columnists/spouting-off-how-the-epa-made-it-harder-to-mow-
my-lawn/article 3f343897-f4ee-55bd-930f-07e47bbbc593.html 
 
PFAS  
 



The Hill: AGs from 18 states argue for further restrictions on 'forever chemicals' 
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/493668-18-states-argue-epa-should-further-restrict-
importation-of-products 
 
Vector Management 
 
Bradford Era: State confirms 1st spotted lanternfly hatch 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/state-confirms-1st-spotted-lanternfly-
hatch/article 36690dee-d73d-5952-a844-d6f49708486e.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: State confirms 1st spotted lanternfly hatch 
https://cumberlink.com/news/state-and-regional/state-confirms-1st-spotted-lanternfly-
hatch/article e55f8814-1cf1-553d-89a6-833849214fc3.html 
 
FOX43: Department of Agriculture confirms Pennsylvania’s first Spotted Lanternfly hatch, encourages 
residents to be vigilant 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/department-of-agriculture-confirms-pennsylvanias-first-
spotted-lanternfly-hatch-encourages-residents-to-be-vigilant/521-8d7bf076-8f5d-4490-a9fe-
ebf786a7400e 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Editorial: take steps to prevent tick bites 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/editorial-take-steps-to-prevent-tick-bites/article 5eade30e-
83f6-11ea-9548-bb70e31a821c.html 
 
Waste 
 
WNEP: Stroudsburg offers curbside recycling pickups 
https://www.wnep.com/mobile/article/news/local/monroe-county/stroudsburg-offers-curbside-
recycling-pickups/523-c68a44c4-18af-48e2-8063-2a483d78c476 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Recycling opening to public at two locations with limited hours 
https://www.sungazette.com/covid-19/2020/04/recycling-opening-to-public-at-two-locations-with-
limited-hours/ 
  
NorthcentralPA.com: Lycoming County resumes recycling with limited hours and sites 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/local/lycoming-county-resumes-recycling-with-limited-hours-
and-sites/article 2ef8c66e-8410-11ea-a278-1331296259bd.html 
 
Water 
 
The Derrick: Franklin crews called out to water line breaks 
https://www.thederrick.com/free/franklin-crews-called-out-to-water-line-breaks/article 0dfce946-
8419-11ea-b228-9b342fe53956.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Audubon secures $1.2M grant to help preserve Buffalo Creek watershed 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/audubon-secures-1-2m-grant-to-help-preserve-buffalo-
creek-watershed/ 
 



Miscellaneous 
 
Ridgway Record: Make a Difference This Earth Day (pg 8) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%204-22-20.pdf 
 
Pennlive: Adding insult to injury 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/04/adding-insult-to-injury-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Land-use guideloines changed in Antrim Township 
https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20200422/land-use-guidelines-changed-in-antrim-township 
 
CBS21: Humming birds set to arrive in Pennsylvania soon, brighten home life 
https://local21news.com/news/local/humming-birds-set-to-arrive-in-pennsylvania-soon-brighten-
home-life 
 
AP: As people stay home, Earth turns wilder and cleaner 
https://apnews.com/726ff63bb43bdca65e41625b1e223040 


