Pa Sunshine Program Waiting List FAQ

1.) Are both PV and SHW on the Waiting List?
-Yes.  PV, SHW, Residential & Commercial projects are all applying to the waiting list.

2.) Is there separate funding for the PV and SHW Waiting List projects?
-No.  Rebate funding is dispersed to projects in the order in which they have applied.  Specific funding is not reserved for any specific type of rebate.  Funding will be distributed until all funds have been exhausted.
3.) When did the Waiting List start?
-Close of Active funding and the announcement for the Waiting List was distributed on 8-19-2011.   All projects which were “Submitted via the Internet” beginning on 8-19-2011 and since, are on the Waiting List.

4.) Are rebates for the Waiting List guaranteed?
-No.  Projects applying to the waiting list should be intending to complete construction within a 1 year period regardless of rebate funding availability.

5.) Which projects on the Waiting List get paid first?
-Rebates will be paid, as funds become available, in the order in which projects APPLY to the list, NOT the order in which the projects are completed.

6.) How long can I expect to wait?
-Simple answer, we don’t know.  There is no set point at which funds will be released to begin making Waiting List Rebate payments.  We do not know how much funding will be released, or how much additional funding may become available later on as projects are canceled or fail to meet required deadlines.

7.) Does Prevailing Wage still apply?
-Yes.  Projects which apply for Rebates are bound by the regulations of the Prevailing Wage Act.  Contractors who fail to pay appropriate wages and whose customers then receive rebates may be subject to penalties in addition to the owed back wages.  For additional information on the Prevailing Wage Act and its regulations contact PA Labor & Industry, Bureau of Labor Law Compliance.

8.) Is there a way to check my “status” on the Waiting List?
-Once a contractor applies online, and submits the complete Part-1 Application packet to the PA Sunshine office it will be reviewed for completeness.  Once all “Supplemental Materials” are received an email notifying the Contractor/Customer that the project has been approved for the waiting list will be sent.
9.) Can I find out if my rebate will have funding available before I begin construction?
-No. That information will not be released until a project which has funding available has been completed.

10.) Will I be notified that a check is coming?
- If the rebate funds are released, the project is complete, and all documentation was submitted within the required time periods, an e-mail notice, that the rebate is now being processed for payment, will be sent.

11.) If my project doesn’t receive a rebate, do I get the $100 application fee back?
-Application fees are non-refundable.  Application fees are used towards the administrative costs incurred by the program including staffing & inspections.

12.) I previously received a rebate.  If I add a battery back-up system now, will it be eligible for a battery back-up rebate?
-Unfortunately, the answer is No.  The window has closed on battery back-up systems for pre-existing installations.  We will continue to accept, review, and approve applications for the waiting list that have battery back-up systems as part of the initial application.

